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I t "teorre Vfaahln ton Taylor, urns born within the sow minute that 
father died* Vty father Madison Maxwell Monroe Taylor die* of a fever 
In little Rook. Arkansas on February 22, 1862, The fatal fev*r was 
contracted during military s*rvlc« In the early days of tne Confederacy. 
The colonel aa his nair.ro slaves In attendance called ay 4ad told fay 
mother that bad drinking wat*»r and outdoors sleeping In oold tents oauaed 
the deadly f*ver, not death fro* a ooabat wound. 



My mother had received a latter the day before Christmas fro* Dad 
saylnr that ha f*lt bod and tod a ollght fever. Then, after Hew Tear, 
mother rot a letter fro» the Little Rock dispatch hospital that her 
husband ttr. w.y.?/ # Taylor was seriously 111. She was bif: with oh lid , of 
ooux*se 9 but fearert the worst and prepared accordingly. Three weeks were 
required to r*t ready for a long, oold trip to the hospital; at this 
time family ambers were welcome to con? attend sick soldiers In the 
aee?«r hospitals, even Yankee Union troops allowed their family to nurse 
their own sick when possible or ao the story soee by folks end" relat ivea 
who visited from the north after the war between the states. This una 
no oivll war because nothing ever was civil about that wnr between the 
states, ao ay mother so often aaid in her older ago about this period 
of t!« In her life, when n»*spep#r columnists referred to the rebellion 
as the civil war. 



The war tern ttoea required that the woman run the estates of their 
husbands. Mother knew how to nake all the slaves continue doln. th*ir 
work on the place, "bus, the news that her husband was very 111 from 
a fever was truly very bad news because folks did not survive fevers very 
often in those days. Preparations for the unhaard of winter trip by a 
pregnant womn was readily untertaken by my mother as h**r duty and deep 
devotion to the father of her nany sons. Provisions In lo wapons were 
taken for the 275 mile voyapo one way to the sick bedside of her husband. 
Six f *ath*r b«ds wer» layered into her covered 8undey-£0-meetin£ carriage 
to absorb the rcurh ride and to protect the unborn child. And a large 
barrel of brine water was prepared to pickle the corpse in case the worst 
happened because all the Taylor family waa burled on th* aide lawn at 
Cherry Wood, the old how of the Taylors n^ar ^lanoboro, between Come, in 
Tranklin County. The slow, oold trip took .over a month. ?lfteen house 
nl^r*rs were taken to osre for th« ooctlnp acd personal n?eda of say 
mother; another 25 field nifvers *ere needed for attondiuf! to the horses, 
wagons and general ccapinr chores. 

Mother roachad the hospital grounds mfaloh were little more than tents 
late In the day. Her huaaani, or 3-M as aha called hi*, waa out of his 
head with the mortal fever but he did finally recognize her. H* hod five 
personal n^rxoes attending his evi?ry needs; all these slaves ha 1 been 
taken from Cherry tfood whm he want off to war. Th*se slaves wars to 
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set up the tent and naive oaap for I 
»y dad or so mother al^ys sail vrh 
darkies did not carry tfun#, for th 
personal needs such tis unloading si 
tent with its heavy iron bed that I 
rifles used by our Taylor ancestors 
had even asds the ornate bed to ay 
baok in the old blaoksalth shop on 
a caravan of niters arriving with 
th* sloic ooap was grlni sad not one 



Ulster V or the Colonel as they called 
m telling these old stories. The 5 
ilr duties were to attend to the 
ip^lies and of course setting-up the 
isd been oast froa old Revolutionary ''Air 
\ In the war with the British, slaves 
dnd f s spaolf lcatlona years earlier 
the old hose place. This speotacle of 
a huge wonn in a fine carriage into 
full of pleasantries* 
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dying husband rasp her 
.vnl. The intense 
Id labor* The corpse 
i removed froa the field 
ily took plaoe. The 
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¥y birth however was recorded later in the family Bible as being at 
Cherry Wood where all the fe/aily had batn borne or so ay noth*r said was 
the reason for changing the true facts not to say Little Rock was sqr place 
of birth. The excitement of th* leath and birth ha J really soared the 
darkies. 

Bie frightened darkies really did show their fear when the body of 
old twister Badiaon Maxwell Monroe Taylor *aa pickled In the brine water 
barrel ror the long return trip to Cherry Wood wh*r* a decent funeral coui 
later b* arranged for a proper service -and Christian burial with eriev: 
respect could b« shown • w other knew exactly *fcat ehe wanted done and 
always went about retting her way. no natter what the trouble it took or 
oaused. The negroes ware vtftf quiet and did not alng or even go close 
to the wagon with the dead nan all the way baek to llnneboro* 
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>t baok to ^finn«noro by April l t 1862 and my dad was 
set for a big landowning gentleman. But the duties 
th » -»arly a/ring kept my mother vry busy 9 fpln? B ro«i 
kher. Svery cotton row was a mile long and was laid 



out in a section of land to the cotton field. She had 30 such cotton 
fields to oversee with 175 field niggers « arming > but she wiselv took 
a 100 at any one time to the same field so as to finish *>aoh section of 
land before golnr to the next one. Vy aether nana^ed the landed estates 
of several neighbors as well; the Sullivan fanlly on the next plantation 
was her favorite friends. Younu: Laura Satelle Sullivan 1 s mother had 
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Vlsalaalppi River. And other southern b!at9 states had sant their 
slave workers far away froa the fight log front lines In v ir?!nia, 3outh 
Carolina and Georgia to ^at Texas plantations to continue wrklng to 
produce cotton and food for tha soldiers. Ky mother *ns a great organiser 
for tha labor oampa during these days or ao she said. Ky mother *ae the 
ov*raeerer of several "Seat T«xaa ventures during tha war years. 

•*r v-nturas of /un running was also a necessary thing. She want to 
Jefferson to barter bods and ah* alwaya required payment in gold ooln 
during thoaa days. r very gold ooln that she got ahe burled In tiia storm 
oeller at W^rry Wood plantation. Kother sold guns and smaunltion to tha 
neighbors a a well 8a to the Confederate army. One of tor supplers was 
froa Dallas County. Norvelle N/Innlford supplied *:uns and aamo through 
the aaalatanoe of ^th*r relatives *io lived near Slack Jeek ttrove or 
now sailed Cunby, Cumby wo a on the road to Jefferaoo whioh tho old 
Spanish Kind's highway patrol to keep unwelcome land aquottera from cooing 
to Catholic Texas. Old Black Jack Orove was a oaaptng ground under very 
large blackjack oak trees there. *ell t all the guna And ammunition came 
from old Mexloo Into Texas. 

The Texas to Mexico >mn running line required several different 
people to work that profitable venture svery week. Profit vraa tha name 
of tha game or so mother always said. She took warons of cotton bales 
to sell ao as to Hsg Mse the return of runs being, brought back in 
seemingly empty wagons. Sometimes, ahe m*t troops at the Had Riv*r n*ar 
Shr<>veport, Louisiana to deliver the ♦•una and ammo; money In gold coin 
always "xohenned hands. Vother even took her baby during tha waraer 
weather ronths; T eo-setlmes think that I can remember the long wagon rides 
late at night but am not sure, enough, to relate any details of the gun 
running events. She used every psasible ^over to keap the every day 
oltizan from realizing -shat ahe was doing because not everyone wna a 
true Confederate. Also, the una and amao would iska a good prey for 
thieves that would line their own pookets from tha profiteering of war, 
ju3t like ev ryonetlae was trying to do. Usually, *toole families took 
the risk of gun running because not every cne could be trusted and most 
often a family would stick together — that's why "orvelle v/innlford w'th 
his kinsmen near Cumby mas trustworthy to rainy the .-ooda. Mother then 
picked up the shipment near Jefferson to the Red Riv«r, only onoe did she 
T»ntlon aver going all the «y to Little Rook, Arkansas with a wagon load 
of guns for the troops. 

The wagons of guns were driven by the darkies. The anae da-kies 
had *ona to Little Rook whsn T was born so they knew the way and were 
trustworthy, ^ey did not know really *hat they were doing, Just 
following orders as usual, when Ml* Uamm spoke— the niggers called mother 
Mlz Mmmm. They knew to obey her but she was good to tfcam *i«n slok or 
n*e'ed anything. Voat of them were worth a thousand dollars each imp in 
tto^priae working years ao they wars not to be mistrsated or harmed in any 
way. tfuoh like a valuable throu*hbrod horse, only the darkles were Uka 
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little children obeying an adult. They did not receive any education, 
yield ni-g*rs did not n n ed to know very much ae oar ding to the dictates 
of th© owners. And tha house niggers 3id not reoeive muoh more education 
either but they Just naturally learned a lot from the white owners who 
were served each day. T wis riven my own little darkle to play with; 
he was a yeur or eo older than as sad was named 9oyee f being prone du need 
closer to Bowie which is the way his grandchildren spilled his name loci? 
after bolng fre«d. Boyee wme told to call m Little Mister. And ay 
playaate Doyee hod all the same privileges as myself; his mother ma 
proud of the status, even though she *es already the h«ad house nigp*r; 
we ell oallsd her Ma male. 

The house niggers were trusted sore than the field darkles and also 
had aore responsibilities that required Intelligence to do. *hey really 
ran the place and sot the work done— when the n*> r ro*s did not went to 
work, nothing much got done that day, for they could kill time by Juwt 
pretending to be busy while ootuelly not dolour anything muoh. But the 
meals and houseoleanlng hod to get done eventually so they did not 
piddle all the tine. The field darkles did get ©ore than a scolding when 
the day's quota of work vrca not done; they were not given favorite foods 
oar let wonder around the plaoe on Sunday . 

Sunday was a time of rest for ,-noat of the nerroea; they sang and 
had a ohuroh of their own in the big back barn. The services were in 
their B3 70 lingo and a mixture of *ngli8h songs. Their worship was 
Mrs fun for s young boy like w to nttend then to r.o to ohuron in 
town at the Methodist Church. Daddy became s W«thodist as a crauromlse 
with Bother; she was Pennsylvania Dutch and be was Scottish Presbyterian 
before his marriage* He had been traveling through the state of 
Pennsylvania to buy a Conestego vwgon ^then h* met th* daughter of a 
w^on raok«r. Tfcey sot married by the strict pr aeher of her rother's 
faith and then went back South and then to Teoas to build Cherry >«ood. 

Uarriege to a slave over by a strict spartan 



shock ot first, I am sure. But aoth-r lov*<) to work hard sine 
used to laboring and now she had hundreds of people to menage and a prent 
estate to run. The challenge was her mainstay In life. Just tell h*r 
th8t it couldn't b^ done or thet s wo-nan could not do it and. mn .would 
ahe evsr get busy to show how wrong everyone was about that idea, "other 
said _c?an f t nevr c puld so never say that word »an' t to her. God save her 
the a"trbng constitution to labor long hours and to build something good 
out of nothing, like the making of lumber from big trees on the place to 
Villd Cherry Wood house seoy years ago. f -!other had always vorKed hard 
long hours along th* side of my father so being a dainty wife of a rich 
planter did not cult her. She could ahoot a gun as *ood as any man and 
iaiew more than most as she liked to »ay so often. Ho one could hold a 
candle to her warkbrlttle ways when she pot started. And no on* 
d'eapree with her. either. 9he nev*r took no for sn answer once she had 
aadeAi? her mind ttat she was right or as right as anyone else on the 
subject, «t hand. 
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Being ri^ht was very Important to mother* She net not a woraan to 
be reokoned with once aha had made up her mind that aha waa right. And 
the war between the atatea was her main cause because of the issue of 
etate'e rights; aha waa well educated and read newspapers froa boiR where 
she grew up in Pennsylvania. The mall arrived weeks lcte to Teresa even 
Ions before the mr but aha read the newspaper a of the day biok then and 
even during the years aft*r the great war was over* Anyway, mother said 
that the real Issue of the rcar between the states was not cv*r slavery 
but was to dethrone the arlatooraoy reign; aod the only way to destroy 
the arlstooratlo rule was to annihilate their source of Inooaa that 
enabled them to govern as a leisure class the my the British noblemen 
The idle rloh of the cavalier class in the South ruled the American 
republic most Of th<* time until the federalist *ilgs organized a party 
sailed the republicans. Republicans are common proletarlatlan oltlfled 
businessmen *ho want the power for themselves and Just use ti 
of slavery as an Issue; they don't like or sympathize with m 
do.n f t even care about larkles one *ay or the oti*r until the 
power In Ifeahlngtoc cun be resolved toward the rising lndu*ti 
rather than a landed ?*ntry K*epinr a oentrallzed govfrna^ot 
oo big to V'osh the little states ©round like old King Cearge TTT tried 
once too often to do. Hen, my Bother knew h*r history well and enjoyed 
too. She hated 1 
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were her favorite politi 
ry buslneaa was deserving ot t 
a anywhere* north or south. 1 
it for her ha-d work. She thou 
;uided simple minded fanatic %to 
•9 of the eastern banks. 
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required gold coin In 
d waa a dope or else 
strolled by the money 



Lincoln was Just a bi*r rront window dressing prop used by the 
growing or emerging Industrial factory owners. In foot, Kother m^t the 
lady from Black Jack Grove *ho had been born in Spring f !*ld, Illinois and 
knew Lincoln personally^ Her father Urbane Alexander had aerved In the 

and they even attended each 



<la militia under Captain Ab< 
a weddings. But the Alexanc 
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family did also want freedom fron the bloke* 
crogress. And then the free country of T*xo 
the close ties of those Tennessee pollticoou 
wanting to rejoin their old buddiea; Se© Hou 
builders for the United States; ola Sam ia a 
In the Big *hiok#t wilderness oloae to his 1 
He is on the side of tee federalist rather t 
he should be or so my old mother would compl 



y went Sooth to eettl* on their 
'sxao days Just like the Taylor 
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THe side of Texaa twaa the rnly side to fee on, a? far as my mother was 
concerned. And she often remarked that those Alexander folks did not arm 
slaves or even permit a ne>-ro on their land, yet they bell*v°d In states 1 s 
r'rhts which is whot the Confederacy Is all about. Tl-ne will ;rove us 
r!rTht t bragged ajt mother even after the war between the states was over. 
She was not a good loser when she thought she was right about something. 
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bad thoughts an every subject In the -rorld 
! not Afraid to uso It. She kept tne Law of 
the *ar between the ate tea by quoting the I 
rose and said that King Solomon nee her prec 
T ui .-e.?wnt. People listened If not elviaye heading J*e* wa 
She quoted the Bible on matters of ale very being sane tic 
because the msster east be obeyed; she knew the sorlptux 
justify h*r own convictions on having slaves. 
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The alavea did m>rk v«ry well for her. The oro;»s durlrif the war 
7/ere hamper yields. Mother hod oil the barns full plus -rake ahlft 
shelter* In the deep woods; she hid her oropa from all knowledge of 
the Confederate leaders because of any taxation or corf iscatlon. She 
had sold a greet deal of ootton to the gun runners aho tad smuggled 
the bales out through old Vex loo. Yotber had done well during all tha 
war years but was not prepared for the defeat of the Confederacy. 

Defeat was not easy for suoh a strong personality or steel will of 
X!lr. Wnam aa the negroes muamarad* //hen the Union troops arrived to 
occupy the oounty sent, mother stayed at horns with a lookout plaoed to 
notify when the troojia would ride up f to tha big gate to Ch«rry -' r ood. 
The signal was finally given and aother went to the front gote with her 
youngest child dressed In a long flowing baby dressings gown. I do 
remember being h«ld close In her arms aa one stood in the alddio of tha 
driveway gate* Mother anaounoed In h*r loud Pennsylvania Outoh accent 
to the Yankee general that she was the only damn yankee ever to step foe 
on this plantation and no other yankee would ever get on this place 
without first crossing over her dead body with un Infant In arms. 



^h* yanicee general 
guffaw. And then he jus 
i*ilace. But sost of the i 
Union troops. Negroes pi 
the fences to mrt onto tl 
big gate posts and wrougl 
scora r^^aJned forever narked 
wood at '.he gate. Mother never moved • 
stood her ground r-wdy to die for her 



it*!8 end slowly walked 
le was Just tlr^d, not dap 
i 8 damn yankee army off h 
it yankee with a s*nse of 
im off a Southern plantat 



ew baok hia head and laughed a loud lusty 

rode on by, never once trying to enter the 
roes did lflsve Cn*rry Wood to go with tha 
ed out of the low anrlaz trees and ran over 
road. And the yankee soldiers did kick the 
iron railings <*s tney passed alon^; the 

their kicking rooks and ohunks cf 

te iiiole army tad gone: ahe 
*r convictions. She closed 



;h* big house. She onoo told me 
'or afterall she had won h*r way 
•ty — th* gr^t 5*n«rsl Sheridan 
m he heard another van^^e ^ n 7 T% n t 



Voth^r's anrry wards wer€ 
had a good reason for doing wJt 
the place woa just over half i 
sold much later In tha year to the 



i to be taken lightly* She always 
' she did. All the crops stored on 
Lon dollars in cotton alone that ahe 
brokers cut of Jefferson. And the 



gold colna still remained burled In the storm cellar behind the big main 
house. Mother was a very rich widow in cash. Only a dozen house niggers 
remained on the place and just one field darkle stayed. 
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The ana field nigger was all mother bat! to aak« a orop In 1365. 
At the end of the first day f e work on on* of those alia long cotton rows 
In a 640 acre section, that lone field dsrkia had not hardly rcachad th» 
and ut the first row* Mother lookad outward from tha front porch and 
stfhed, "I always knew that ona nl«£er was not worth a damn." Times 
did soon s*t better fsr finding workers because tha war ending did indeed 
brlnr back tha .menfolk. 3hsre5rcj pera wt&rkad tha fields that had once 
baen teeming with black feces full of their working aon^s; the Joy of 
work nev*r seemed to return to tha fields li*>- ♦ ;,a niters made whan tha 
white people works il the land* Also , tha huge thick forast of traas In 
tfce bottoai land provided timber money for mother and she than want to 
raising cows and horses. Har oldar sons war** tble to work tha land but 
brothar Wlarod soon married Into tha local Cook racily. 

Klrarofl Baylor want to town to buy most cf tha supplies for th* n*eds 
at Cherry -food; ha and hie brlda llvad at hose. Vest families lived two 
or thre* r*n«rationa to a house back than— Just waan f t tha thing to do to 
live by ourselves. And It seeoad odd for tha twnnperple of iflnnaboro 
to call us farmers whan we bought aappllaa. ITsuarly, all of the Baylor 
family want to town on Saturday to buy things while tha bill of supplies 
were bainp ordered up. Th# Tfcylcr lastly was still the landed ran try 
but tha elaranoy of negro slaves attending the carriages in uniforms 
no longer nve tha owed respect in town; planters bad bean our way of 
life and irrsnd description for our ll^lrjood — f arcing aeemad to equate 
the business enterprise at Cherry Wood with the dirt farmer class. 

Qiit farming wae Indeed tha business at tha old plantation. Mother 
still hart a fortune in sold and the new federal greenbacks since tha 
cotton crops stored during the wu b-tween the states had been sold and 
the windfall depoaltM in American dollars. The old Ccctfederate bonk 
had felled along with all the securities deposited therein beoomine 
absolutely worthless; Just. *a thr bank had b»en lasulnr fadaral dollars 
prior to 1361, the bank had converted ell the pre-war ourrenoy into 
Confederate dollars whether the depositors ranted to or not. Aod than 
the failure of tha war efforts ande lots of folks lose every sev*d cent 
they had. 9ut mother no longer trusted banks or believed In then because 
of that costly experienca t yet she had dealt in (roltl coin for th* -tins 
and also most of tha cotton crops sold durlnr the war whan she could 
sail foods to the other gun runners who took her bartered produce to old 
Wexloo. Vother bad to do business with the bank and did keep h-r n*w 
federal dollars deposited there. The gold ooins remained burled !n the 
atom cellar at Cherry *ood. other was very stingy and did not let 
everyone In th* family knw about her stash of cash, which I knew about 
because of being so younp as to hang onto h*r coat tails as she went 
about her business on tha place. 

Buying supplies in town on Saturday was big business aart also a big 
event f ->r us at Cherry #oo4 to get to socialize so everyone went to town 
if at all possible. v 'y brother Nimrod T. Taylor had married into another 
old fflnnsboro area feally; the Cook fatally however had a feud *oln£. *nd 
on a November day In 1368, a shoot out occurred on the am In street of 
Winnaboro. Himrod Taylor was fatally shot and *es declared deceased on 
^cvsmber 28 1868. 
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My older brother **imrod T. 'Taylor lay dead in the Riddle of the 
main street of Wlansboro. His body was riddled with bullets end everyone 
in town had witnessed the shoot out. Ky mother hoi seen with her om 
eyes the whole thing from atert to finish, Just as hod the rest of our 
*ily and the whole towns people. Vine men hod shot lead into young 



wtarod Taylor as he was caught In the orosefl! 

Those nine men were well fcnc?wn leading cltizeca of the community 
and kin to the sheriff. Not one person was ever arrested for the 
smrder or oharpee were never aede because of the nature of the feud 
not being directed personally toward Nlarod who Just happened to 
oourht In the crossfire. Put ay .nether was not on* to take this tr^edy 
lying lewn. ih* accused all 9 men personally and even the sheriff ^ot 
ealled all the names he deserved but nothlnr legal ever oame of it nil. 
All the murderers got off ecott free from the very beginning, and to 
add complications to the Better ffiarod 9 s wife was pregnant and soon to 
have their child. 

The ohlld woa born at Cherry Vood, • boy named Nlnrod Junior. He 
was raised by his grandmother • *?v*ry Saturday when the Taylor family 
went to town to buy supplies, Viz Umam as sany folks called aother would 
parade the younp TUmrod Junior in front of the 9 man who shot l^ad into 
the unfortunate Simrod. Voth«r wculd point her long finger Into their 
faces and loudly proclaim, H Thls mnn shot your daddy dead In the middle 
of the street and no one will do anything about it, even the sheriff over 
ttere on the sidewalk will not do anything." She did that "very tins 
the family went to buy supplies; that publlo outrage of hers went on for 
9 years. 

then 'Umrod Junior nine years old, he killed the first man of 
the orlplnal 9 men who bad killed his father in the orossfire of the 
feuding' shoot out. The sheriff and his posse went riding out to 
Cherry food to arrest the Hiarod boy. Put Viz Mm/am stood firm on the 
front' porch with h«r arms on h*r hips and told the lefral am of the law 
to ret 'he hell off h«r land, "other made no bones about her disgust for 
their authority find mealy mouthed aelf-rlrhteoua sudden regard for the 
letter of th* law. She exclaimed, "You, sheriff, wculd not arrest one 
of tte 9 murderers of mv son Kimrod when he was killed in cold blood on 
the public street of tinnsboro. But now that one guiltySOB has f 'nally 
rotten Justloe at the hand of a mere boy as you aeem to* think haa been 
■!on* f you cocse scream lnp out h*re for blood. The spirit of the law has 
/nally gained some Justloe for the wronr done my family by your cutthroat 
relatives, sheriff.*** The posse never dismounted their horses and all 
the man knew mother spoke the truth about the first murder never even 
being Investigated or charged on the books by the sheriff. 3ut mother was 
madder than s wet hen and full of eelfrlffhteous glee as she continued to 
show her anr^er. She said,*! am not about to l*t any of your cowardly 
sen ccae into my home to arrest a m* re boy Tor a murder of the n*en 
m*nfolk who shot his own father dead In public. Tou will all hsve ob to 
reckon with before this young boy Blared Junior ev*r gets charged with a 
murder for killing a man who killed his own dad. And I once told a yaokee 
general with hia whole army behind fcia to get off my land here; I am not 
afraid of a bunch of man with guns— just ice la on my side so ret off my 
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land and don f t ov<*r come back." The posse Just turned and l*ft that 
night when the first men woe shot dead of the 9 who had killed h«r son 
Uimrod. 

Killing of the rest of the 9 who had b*en involved in the 
crossfire of the deadly shooting of Nlmrod in ^lnnsboro was • eo^soo 
ooourreno« durlnr the next three years. UimrM Junior hod Killed all 
9 of the men that his Krondmot her had been pointing her long finder In 
their m I lty faoes oil thosa fornmlntlve y^nrs. Vimrod Junior had even 
taken a shot at th» sheriff Just to lift him know that b* too was not 
without some ruilt in the old rrudfe. At age 12 1 t^imrod Junior had 
finally avenged his own f3th*r f s murder* The sheriff rot off *asy with 
only a limp for the rest of hie life to remind him that a Taylor murder 
do*s not ro un In v«s tinted or l£nor*d forevar. Of oourse, the sheriff 
had always returned to Cherry Wood with a posse to banc the young 
Nimrod Junior after *ach killing of yet another of the 9 fmid*rs. 

The posse had finally *v*n ignored the vile threats of VI?, Vam, 
The sheriff and his »*n had walked around h«r heavy footed stance on the 
blp front verandah and £cn* seerohinjj inside the bip two story house* 
No one ever found the boy Nlmrod. Re hid behind the fireplace mantle 
that barely pulled from the wail tc l*t a sklny kid slip through. The 
whole ohlmney system for the hrmo hod a huge center bricked flu that had 
a l&r. e flreplooe outlet in s circular arrangement to each room, both 
downstairs and upstairs* The orawlspaoe was very small from the side 
of each fireplace outlet that fanned outward from the centralized flu; 
the ornate mentis front of course covered any holes In the wall where 
tho curvature of th* briaks met th* plank walls* Anyway, Nimrod Junior 
always hid in th* narrow crawl spaces which no one knew about t except 
for mother and ays elf f end of course young Klmrod* flven the darkies did 
not know about the secret passage for they usually knew everything that 
the white folks did or said and delighted in later telling it all about 
the countryside. Secrets were not well kept from anyone for long, except 
for this s*oret space and the fold ooins hidden in tte storm cellar. 

Th* storm cellar was another favorlts place to hide young Nlmrod. 
Th*re was a lsr?e oval place where the steps descended into the dampness. 
k back wall bad ah«lv«s to store sffcs and fruits and potatoes and onions 
and all kinds of produce that would not quickly spoil; anyway, that center 
part of the wall of 8helves oould be hinced outward for another room to 
be *nt*red; this secret place was not large like the oval part that 20 
feet in diameter to allow for the storage of produce as well as stools 
on which the family could alt while a tornado was ra&in* outside* A 
heavy metal door or tin covered h n avy wooden framed door protected the 
storm cellar— bois d f aro was the best wood to use in the mokinc of the 
cellar and that was *>ut had boen us*d of course* Tornadoes or cyclones 
w->re a oonmon thing in v ast Texas so a lot of time could be spent in that 
nole in tt* around; a supply of csndles and flint were th*rs to llrht the 
dar*n*ss when stranded all night for fearaone storma or aft*rnocoa # since 
lots afternoon was a prime time for a brewing funnel cloud in th* spring 
and foil or ihen*v*r a warm spell came aloof a ^t*r a cold el-re* This 
star* cellar wafc not a favorite place for the darkies since they thought 
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ea; the seise pathway usually wsa followed so not a great deal 
to be feared if one stayed away from the old storm patterns. But a 
hy3terisl screaas from the women folks and the darkies would b« enough 
mnk* «v*rybcdy flee tn mortal fear of life and limb. 
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r Basl ?*x/js. Having a hefty supply of our home made medicine was 
ry for all-nents like th* flu and most any oth*r malady. flncke hltei 
a shot to keep us from feeling the pain when the poison was out 
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t frew everywhere. m he b«rry that ;re* wild alao mad 
ted lota of the good atuff stored in barrels to last 
niggers did not hoth a r cur storage barrels beoause w 
barrel used to plofcle my old dad's body was still In 
re. T sure knew htm to keep a darkle in his plaoe a* 
eh of stuff. The niters could make the stuff as roo 
7 never stored enough to laot for long, guess they ao 
off as soon as they made it so we white folks really had to pro tec 
ply froc them because the darkies were all ov*r the place most of 
s and couldn't be oarefully watched. But they didn't like the ah* 
better rhnn we did ao they did let us know when someone else came 
und, even though they always blamed someone *lse when anything ^us 
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That Sullivan nloger Vamnie was uppity and hlfii headed 
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She thought she was the c*ueen of Sheba or soj 
3he said Vise Laura and Hiss Jenny were true 
poor dead mother was Lsuro Gil*s Sullivan del 
of Giles in Ireland; sne was a royal descend* 
'r^land *nd they were too ?ood far the likes 
That old ni?v,er carried on like that ev*ry ti 
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igh to be qy own parson; mother **0 used to slaves 
iha Junt oaiUnH h*lp from beinp that way I always 
mse nic^rT triad to do the same thin:' to me— 
to ba bossad by soma tyrant or dlototor so t Just 
tnt to town to drink with my bu£dl*a whan I oould; 
ling b«ouuse r*st stops a! on* tha rondways fro© 
:tle settl*^*nts around kapt anouph peojle roin? 
oould do ^alrly wall. Drtnkln? ^ms don* by all 
•8 who also a* da tha braw Ilka everyone alse* 
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nr socas folks -and not oth n rs 
lor foi? tha l^ast iirovooatloi 
my mother a lot just j*yln* I 
01* Hiorod did not of ooure* 
wa good enough for that won old al 
end put aa into jail. It was elmos< 
ona oould nek* for tha othar« All 
the verandahs k*eplap watoh for tro; 



liked to blame as th* reason for 
t shirt tall sb*rirf arrested 
tslble whan itivam half a shanea* 
t avory tin* J ^nt to town; poor 
o *cwn avar but I did and that 
r to hightail himself ov*r to m 
am* to eoa juat hew much troubla 
sura baet alttinfr around borc»d cs 
oomlnp noma to C harry uTood. 
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Trouble was my middle nana all i 
of thosa who dlalikad but cna 

>var qo huntinr and fishing a lot 
lost Tor waaka at a tims; I want 

action nway from Cherry Vood. T ; 



I, I did try to kaap out of tha 
not run all tha tloa, I did 
pina woods were a good pl/ioa to 

Loto tha trees from ev^ry 

first explored Just to ba away 
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from all the bossy folks In my life. I soon learned to chert ay own 
ooura* through the heavy trees — that's why T know just how far the old 
£L# Taioket went before all the bij? bod luab«r companies came to ruin 
tha natural bounty of this land. 3ut I tfiees wa Tnylora help start it 
all whan we first ow to oat tha charry trees to build a blr housa and 
then clasarad thoaa 640 aora flelda by tha dozens so aa to ralaa ootton 
anrt own niters sad thua ba ae rich as tha older kin baok In Virginia 
and Uelna 9 even. Veelth to impress folks Is such a wasta of time, but 
money do*s rain r*sp°ct b«esuss my mother was highly feared In a v*ry 
r»sp*ctful way because aha waa rich with fold ooln and also tha bl* 
Hank account oionp, with over twanty thousand cores of lend and tha 



id B*aa; 



a minion tc do b«r dirty work Ilka so aanj 
aot afraid to spaak her mind anywhere at n 
bar convictions. 



Mother 1 a convictions were Ilka tudre and jury whan aha knew aha vaa 
r'«tfit f Just Ilka the faud shooting of poor eld brother fliarod but aha 
harped on that old d*ed horsa of a aubjeot until a vandatta rot started 
and that la why T don f t oaatlon mora names bacausa T don't want my 
grandchildren to ro baok to h'innsboro with an old score to settle some 
day Ilka tha "cCoy and Hatfield famous faud* But than I am writing thie 
story of my family when T at old on new yser at tha middle of tha 
twentieth century; a dally airy *ntry waild surely have Included complete 
names and tha earer of the monrnt, I am aura, y*t T wan too busy living 
the life at th* ti*e to write it all down then. Vy grendeon Bobby wante 
m- to tall all the old talea of tha family and whet I did baok then; 
^rtlnu tofttfcar it Dhrlataae Ma and tip with ^ Lot of jtork Jusi tc piaftae 
soma younrln. Tha remembrances of an old ran ar* not *eay to write. 

Aall, my old mother was not a u^rson to be reckoned with as I hove 
said before; aha nev^r forgot anything that wee said or dona against h«r 
or bar children. Mother protected younp Klmrod with tha ferver of a 
religious evoneellst and that required our staying oloa* at ho»» most of 
tha time to be bored to death. T used to run ev.sy into the woods down 
behind Cherry 'food house and atay sons for months during tha warm months 
and as time went by I stated some during the ooldar months, learning to 
live li)ce an Injun chief so to speak. I learned to hunt and trap and it 
mn all more fun that being oouped up on the front porcn of Cherry flood 
watching for a shirt tall sheriff to oosie arresting my nephew Slmrod or 
me again because of my drunken sprees In town. I fought anyone who said 
a bad word about any one of my relatives; no one would whip m fair and 
aquare but tha law looked m* up manya a tines. Bains in Jail was not so 
ted because other high rollers were there too and talking end elnrinR 
to ths banjo aura wbfm't ever dull. 

Tha dull times at Charry Wood did g«t broken by a yearly trip to 
pay land taxes; mother want In her fine carriage pulled by six horses 
and nigger ooaohman in high hat a like old Lincoln ho 4 worn; she wonted 
the darkles to Jr^as like Lincoln Just to sfcow that she didn't rive n 
hoot about that ni^ -«*r lor«r. f £ost of the family went slraif and everybody 
wan ar.ned with shotguns, rifles snd pistols to prot-ot our$elv*a from 
possible thieves; that old ahlrt toll sheriff said wa Taylors were tha 
Aleves so noone would ever ettaok us on 'he road. But we always ware 
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3 public of Texas even so our plaoe 
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3ometln»a, Morris County was 
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of my day really that demooraoy is not 
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w more Important power crazed center 



tia.< 
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Mother got hep oash rrom selling ootton f lumber of sorted 
wild settle. *e also got to go to Jefferson sowtlma to sail 
a Ions trip to Canton Trade Day; aotber had taken a yearly ( 
ton «v«r since tfce early 1350*5 when lt hud rot started. One had to be 
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doing places was not 
happened to m*rlt getting 
coinr. to hear preachers ra 

just wasn't munh to see or do after work around the plaoe 
at Cherry *ood the niggers did all the daily stuff and the 
did tha field work; wa hod tc entertain ouraelves in tha I 
Organize^ ent*rt&inm*nt was indeed a rare treat* ?1e 
evant osm along at Marshall. The famous acting family of 
to that town. So we Taylors want down there during tha axe 
1879. Moths r got all ©issied up and roada In her fine oa 
niggers in their coachmen regalia; 3 *ven 
and Ike and older brother w. ^. *ven want 
best behavior §o a s not to call attention 
thin? happened at a cafe or saloon eating 
concerned the actor br-ther to John and » 
Maurloe sot shot but not to death. His ya 
did not ~re well with the local citizens 
of the Confederate capitol wast of the Vi 
had bsen moved to this we s two r 3 governing 
And several Confederate penornla lived in 
out was more hostile thnn Just a personal 
mass was a reminder of the way my brother 
town when everyone had bean minding their 
3coun<Jr*ls that always exist in every tow 
the coming Juireoent flay than dec idee! to 
with their fast *un draw mentality. Those 
ha a name hecauaa all the Barrymoras back 
ma were meaner than <~reen e^ass 10 tix 



place to 



ust nothing muoh ever 
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wore a suit as did young Nimrod 
slonr. were all on our v*ry 
to ourselves. But a very bad 
place baofc tfcen. The fracas 
hyl Berrymore; the brother 
Jcee accent and uppity sentiments 
Ifarsholl hsd been th* v*overnmeni 
isisslp"! River and all r*cor1a 



;ol the 
all ye 
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hunters said 
ahoulin f t ?*1 
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that dastard' 
final ly; motl 



iicre salty 
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r old mot.hf 



unned down in 
1 tha lawless 

Ing of time to • 
lf f In this oaa« 
all of Texas a ! 
e word that 
urse we old tlm< 
ts that Just 



away 



m their ugly 
it throats t0 
north passed 
pringtlmefof 
*tTto deearlbe those turn Of 

Tavlora went home very soon where it was 
glared* *e later over tbe years r*ed about 
sow* yankee newspapers when we got delivery of them 
ierB * Taa friends and relatives vtoo visited fro© up 
Lse- mother had the wonderlust to know all about 
md ? neo-^e «ven though the had to stay close at home 



iriff out of Wij 
•ourht him; be i 



be nev*r coop' 
ilk*. He expect* 



and roteot youn? v iarod frwa that shir tall 1 
tflrarod Junior did not ask for whnt life 
product of lila grandmother 1 8 d*slre for Justice; 
about being kept seculded and shut sway rrom 

worst from people because he was the result of the worst of human nature* 
Ha knew that bad things always happened when money and power over others 
could be exerted; he always said, "th»t f 8 people for you." when soaiethln* 
lied happened* 

The people around Wlnnsboro knew well all the details of the feud 
and the *enrf*tta D? "hnt shirt tail sheriff who was usually brunch water 
kin to most of them — in-laws of inlaws so2*how «1e everyone kin who had 
settled around there prior to the ter Between The States. Thus, folks 
did not censure the ^ylors like beinp; a true murderer. And the Sullivan 
family was on* of the upstanding old ram! lifts; except for that ni^^r 
nammie of laurels beinc* so uppity llk« h*r the ^ueen of Sheba. Th* 
Sullivan place named Craaalsnds was a shambles since 
repaired since before that dreadful war; tke doc had 
war too. Henderson Sullivan tried to run the 100 a* 
3 biff* houses; he wasn't the forceful type like motto 
the old Southern *entleann to let a wonan take chare 
offered to do Just after the wor ended* He i?es loal 
mile seotlon when h« needed money and he gambled as 1 

wften riven the ohance; mother had bailed ae out of jail and out of debt 
dosOns of tiass, so much so that aha had often threatened that I would 
not reoeiv* a cent when she died because she had spent twic* the amount 
of cash on me than the others would Inherit all together. I am sure eh* 
was rlrht in that accounting of faots for she never s-oke an Idle truth 
as a*r* threat or thoughtless facts; she knew the truth before speaking 
it* 



hlnr had been 
d during the 
ns of land with 
d he was too muoh 
mother had once 
and by the square 
'> oil roiablsd 



Anyway, th* Sullivan rlrla liked to act like the princess that 
old nigger tnaamle said they were; I was as royal a a they but did not 
act like what I was not able to have; the prince of '.tales would never 
have survived living in the woods of *cat Texns like I could sad besides 



I am sure he 
thus be boret 
Sullivan s tm 
lived the pa: 
and let the 1 



3 to be extra nice to many folks he oould not stand and 
oat of the time in all his bis drawing rooaa* But the 
Ht they were more than the gentry they were and Henderson 
royally; he was a good sort usually. Tie just lost land 

t off 
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through his 

)t r^ttln* al^noturea of . r enny and laura Who were 
sherge. Mother tied at first wanted us to nerry I; 
led pentry tc enlarge air estate; ol» Doc Sullivo 
sections of land; patients paid him in produce* 
is by the buoohel; and some expensive operations 
f were land poor wok in thoe* days since h^yJElr! 
+*nt by the eection to every number of a lar^* f 
Folks didn't think twioe about letting a few ncres ->et ewny. Wa 
though said land was the source for all wealth and power so e Ta 
would not s»ll # *v*r. Sot many families had a le&derahlp h*adst 
like ole Kl2 Mama to rulde their every thought and action. The I 
?/er* spared total domination by a worsn with an acid tongue for 
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who dared to disagree with ! 
poorer all the time and not 



the Sullivans w« 



ijjf fun out of life either, to boot. 
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The Sullivan sisters * 
brothers Ike and o*or~e 
Valentine's Dev tn l*3fc. Ttv 
faster evening* The already 



nny an'! 



for th* social 



It all ei 



~~stelle merr 
'tar announoi 
iowed up for 
»re and their 

fun of sours 



folia did not hold grudge for lone a^uinat eaoh other 
ktasinp cousin whan someone elae waa r*ady to do battle 
kin. Family loyalty was and la the trademark of the Ti 

ther cone hell or hii 



a/ 

•r 



;he Taylor 
m plana on 
vent on 
onda aama 
aua* all our 
ny distant 
lost cur blood 
clan. The 



T aylor9 stlofc t< 
favor In looka; we a*e Ilk* 
not la what *v->ry ""aylor klnaxaj 
^ven mother aald tha aafsa thlnr, 
ua all to?*tti a r a*:aln; wa bad a 
fir at ahaad of ua b«caun* Laura 
baby of *soh femllv as everyon* 



gh water. All the ^ylora even 
horn steers that all look mora alike than 
always aoya whan seeing *ach oth*r a^ain. 
So. a weddlnr was Just th- thing to gat 
big double wadding. Ika and Jenny want 
"at a He and I wara both tba younrast ocp 
teased ua, ao wa *ot laat billlnr and thua 
« rest attention before and after tba cerertony. Anderson Sullivan was 



the eldest 9f 
two yaara yc 
Sarah were I 
Than t the Tc 



the brother ^en 
to keep in touo 
ceremony beoaus 
of my own slate 
my wlfa Laura *! 
Just lauriied at 



thus air* 
than my I 
maids of c 

ton and th 



had two nearly crown laughfcera, Juat being 
~etelle. Terza Sullivan and h«r aister 
^to rat th* pr«tty nlecea Into tha act. 
Clifton femlliea alao came fro« their 
lur Sprlnpa; other Sullivan sisters had married Into tha 
wall: Sally ifelton triad to run tba ahow as usual, ^v^n 
Sullivan wan there; ha later want waat and nev*r cams back 
i. A graat fun thine «oon developed after tha wadding 
* my new fcride was now elao Laura Taylor to metoh tha nn» 
f Laura to add oonfualon to bein^ addraaaad ao I Juat eall4 
Italia to avoid tha family confusion. And ny sister nova 
all tha funny confusion a a usual. 



Tha wadding was the beet laughing tlaea we all had during tha whole 
time *bet wa war* marrlad or at least lived top;eth*r. Wfe started to 
travel a lot aoon after getting no'riad whan all tha old folks started 
dyla^ off. But that Is another story that T am gattlOf ahaad of myself. 



Tha big party aftar the wedding cost a pretty -enny 
muat have had to sell a aection or two of land to pay fa 
was alivaya thrown In Laura fatoHe'a faoe whan the *i 

house namd Greealsnda was aha 



Th 



til 1< 



sold 

looked elecunt when seen froc a < 
faded, worn thin by hard use and 
lonf alo e where only prairie sre 
or th* lane from the main road, 
baoauae not much nork was ev«r d( 



* Henderson 
affair; that 
tlaoe got 
yet atill 



tnnce; th* oarpeta ware frayed and 
tor times. The old house wma set on a 
\ grew; no trees were around tha house 
.1 tha nippers on tha place had stayed 
I so they liked the free ride; they had 
a good thine going -van before the war ended; all thoae mouths to feed 
wee a real sost as my mother always said ao we were lucky after all that 
all but one field ni<r«rs had -one frca Cherry 'Vood vrhen the yankea army 
had cone. -ai, Laura ^8telle f a nircer mamale had all the younglna or 
piokanlnniea dressed with ribbc^ns In th*ir hair ends on the long corn rolfc 
of platded hair. Their storthed ir^ssed aada them look "lerant. They 
s^rv^d sll the gt»st on silver trays. 3ut none of those three dozen 
ploanlnny kid s^rvara looked aa quality elegant as my old personally 
owned playmate nicker ^lave Boyea; he waa a hi*h yeller nigrer out of a 
dude in hia fine ooechaan ualfora to open th« carrier* door for us to ride 
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In high style to th« port at Jefferson. Mother *;ave us a gift to have 
a honeymoon at £alv«ston ac off we want, foy^e or Powle as his prand 
children spelled his name, to indicate ha ma a mulatto from the issue 
of the whit* Bowie County name asks, to put on aira Ilka all uppity 
ni want to do ^aid my mother. Ve rode off In --rand style to fcepin 

nr wedding days bliss tog-th*r, the both of us oouples, toother, along 
with thut damn uppity Bigg*? Maaale to attend to Visa Taurn f a needs, ror 
she viae a lady wno did not do hard work with her royal hands, wee the 
»xouae. TJce and Jenny and us always stayed to^stivr as long aa she 
llv*d, even went to Indien Territory tor^tner, but that ia another story 
for later. 

The honeymoon was o long oae; we were gone as long aa the money 
lasted for our rrmde tour that lasted the rest of the year and half of 
4 > * next. Te took the boat to Oalveeton for a oouple of weeks and then 
went to Wew Orleans for a month and then back to £alv*»ston and then on to 
San Antonio; Houston was not muoh of a place to stay for lonr but the 
wide streets were a sifcht to behold In a muddy neasy time. took the 
Old 9;*nish Trail roadway; we took our tim- alow and «asy; we bought a 
bu*gy and two fine locking aorrel mares for the girls to ride in with 
th^ir bossy old nigger Misania; Ike and T boupht a w* on with two mules to 
haul the supplies; we camped out moat of th» time of course. "* w»nt 
through the valley of Texas iown to old *!exioo border and then onward to 
~"1 -ano and back to Dallas *jn3 finally back horn* to Cherry v/ood. 

fla came back to Cherry flood in th^ sumeer of 1*$5 and then our first 
son was born In October; '.Wlliaa Hogg Taylor vmn named for the governor 
of T*xas who was the first native born official in the state. Our second 
s:n was na«d NLmrod but he died soon afterward, seema the name TUmrod 
has bad things to happen} that was In 1S88, and then 3uy was bnrn In 1*91. 
We decided to ; o for adventure someplace; nlfgar ilamaiio was bossy as ever, 
and Jenny liked to travel. Jenny and Ike did not have any ohildren. Ve 
deolded to re to Oklahoma fcr thelnnd rush In 1889; we lef* **rly In the 
year of course to be there for the spring time opening in April but 
lots of settlera had already gotten riiere to olaim the best Innd ahead 
of tl*je. Ve got us a piece or lnnd with aandy soil Ilk- book in ^Sest T*xai 
where Ch*rrv Wood was. •> built a dug out covered in sod to proteot from 
the winters" like the Indians did; Ike and I hunted with the Indians; the 
<iuaohlta fountains were full of game; wa ev*n hunted fsr Into tha 
Arbuckle mountains with Indians to guide us. not so much as guides but far 
protection because the Injuns as Va-amie called them were nad about their 
land being settled by whites, but us Taylors were dark co=pl*cted and 
M*h cheeked bones the same as the Indians so we rot along, especially 
sine* we ha': a nigrer Uaaaie from slave days. The ludlens liked having 
Aleves and wnv trlb«8 did befer* the w»r; in faot the Oklaboae tribes 
had sidad with* the Confederacy because they he d slaves and also ware mad 
at Washlnrtoo about broken treaties; then the red people got punished for 
*heir part with the Confederacy by opening up the landrush as a big price 
to pay for th«lr rebellion; Washington is always big on living away what 
they did not really own. But Indian Terrorlty still existed in the far 
western part of the old red man land because of a powwow tr-at that had 
set aside Oklahoma Territory In 1890. tfe iv>t lots of Indians who treated 
White fol*s fine as Ion*? as they all worked hard together and did not try 
to laud it ov*r *soh oth«r. Tal«s abounded about t\\* last .-reat medicine 
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"uin mo been norn ana or the oi« 
down from the htlls to , rccla 
loot their lands nut would ret them book aoaedu 
the beautiful bounty vros all used up by the nfril 
tnls In rhymes of sorts, "^s loop es preen rr^s 
flows; our tr! sties will be made; th* sky will 
time and if lying things will foil down daad; fls 
th* ground will oraok wide open and rnly then w 
when everything is too poor to support say life 
barely aurtive all this in order to r^tfeln all 
then full of deeth from air that can't be breat 
ont-at promise some day coming true. 

Vy next boy was born in Indian Territory o 
birthdete as mine so we named him George Washin 
celled him Duda. And then Llaele mas born Jon 
territory also. 



ays. His name was ^overa and ha 
that all his Indian people had 
io&eduv Ion'* i*rom now when 



>W3 dfi<2 O 1*6 T 

J&rk black al 



tha red man 
)3t land that 
Those Tndi* 



♦bruary 22, 1B94; saw 
i just 11 ice rae ■ on It wi 



And then Jenny 3ulllvon Usylor died In child blrth f finally, having 
both herself and the baby to die* Ike was n*v*r the seae: he was riedy 
to return to civilization or at le jst to where better living conditions 
exi^t*d for the youn# onea to r.row up with advantages like we had when 
young. 9o, we peokad up in the fall and went back to Texas, We took our 
tims fiotng around telling folks roodbye. :•> passed over the Ozark 
mountains, crossed the flfeshita and then *he Red niv*r back into t Texaa. 
The Cherokee had b<?en fciie best friends; Mi* Creeks, ^hlckesaw, t^ootows 
•md -«-ilnol*s w-»re clannish and stayed to themselves mostly but we had 



We moved back to 
left Cherry Vood tcr*i 
youn* tflmrod would not 
f*ud and th*t vendetta 
by taking the old 



loin my brother Bill or W. L. Taylor; wa had all 
>*r when mother died to go west to make our* that 
ever tmtw for any of the crimes caused by the 
shirt tall sheriff. tiri had started westward 
srson through the Plney ?/oods tcerard 



Dallas; the Road to Jefferson had been the old Spanish King's Highway 
to patrol the ffew Spain In Teres from non-Co thollc equattere. And old 
^lack Jaok Grove camp was where the Spanish troops had iuort*ra on theii 
regular round* until 1521 and then the Mexican troops soon stopped but 
by th*n a r*Fular camp site *xlst*d there called ^leck Jack Irove with 
watron tralna going through to Dallas from f^ff^rsoxw Th* trail was eaa] 
enough to follow since ruts and trees had been cut since 168S, but the 
oatip site Black Jaok Grove was on the edge of the tree line, malmly beix 
on the iUTciasy plains. And several saloons existed os an enticement to 
stay the nlnht there, at least the cringing spots were there when we 
last went by in the late 1*80' s. 3o«ia hirh fallutio ladles nad uned 
hatchets on rhe liquor bottles end the furnitur* to slean up the town; 
T later found out thit the chief instigator the /trandmoth*r of ay 
youngest son's wife, *lla Winnlfcrd, who married Tom. tfell, here I so 
gettine ahead of myself again. 

When the Baylors left Cherry v/ood, we all headed toward Deltea on 
the Road to Jefferaon trail or old Kln^s Highway. Wis indeed reuchod 
Black Jack Grove with a lon^ day's travel; I had remembered the lady 
itemed Miss Alexander who had traded runs with mother during the Mt 



i^twwn the 3tates and said aha knew old Aba tinaoln personally. Everyone 
arcmd knew a Kiss Becky Alexander whose sister did all the trading thay 
said; rh* sister was Sally Vinnlford. An^ that name really ran# a b*ll 
because tha asn Sorvelle ffinniford had aold guns from Monterrey, In old 
Vextoo through relatives of his tc us Taylors or rather to mother out of 
Jaff arson, '^saoon found th* old Alexander plaoa that was now celled tha 
old Vinniford plaoa since th*re ware several sons of tha nana Wlnnifard 
to ?arry on rh n fanlly th^re. These ladles were sur* proud of thMr 
pappa Urbane Alexani*r who had readrlghted that land of theirs but bad 
died # h*re In 1653; M had also b*en a magistrate during tha Republic of 
Taxaa lays clos* to Foney Crove but th<* b^as or hornets in tha ground th rt 
had ohaaad him nway froa that lend survey when trvin^ to plow (they war* 
dirt formers as I always said about folks who worked their own land and 
thus had to stay in one plaoa far too Ions to truly an joy lifal. 

Thair plaoa was nioa and roomy but not as fina as Cherry Wood; thay 
had no niggers attall on tha plaoe--n«v*r ha 1 allowad niggers on tha 
plaoa and thus would not lot old Jfl/?ger Masirale osaie onto thair land; wa 
coaped h«r out on th* roadalda on tha old mn Box plaoa as someone called 
th?t lnnd with all tha bois d f aro trees bordering it to sava on fencing. 
Rotting si Iva oould dare go through tha thorny branohaa of a bols d f aro 
tree* ?/iss Alexander was a regal lady who wes as , rcud *a the uppity 
nlpg*r mammie of Laura Natalia 1 a and certainly as grands noting as my old 
mother; Visa Alaxandar ess night *led that her folks osne from Springfield, 
Illinois with th*lr rraat unale filllaa too had founded Alexander county 
and elao that thair flrreat-great -^randpaw had fought in tha devolution; 
but than whosa didn v t in ttiose days of settlors from Scotland roots. 

Tha fact th* t all our original folks in this country had 30"** from 
Scotland really pulled us together. Tha Winnlford boys had a band of 
sort 9 snd played good music for us, flddlad and violined as Viss Beoky 
called th* ij;ood stuff that young Sam pioyad; thay wara all good on tha 
bow. That was back In 9 88 30 thay got battar as I learned uhan ratting 
r. ••? K to Texas* ^ell, wa quietly toid our predicament about hevlor to 
l*ove Vinnsboro because of tha shoot out In town and all, but thoaa 
old ladlaa had already heard tha tal»a. *?ow f that mother was daod, ety 
brothar Mil had Inherited most of tha fortune; at laast aha gave him 
the Fold coina ahead of h*r dying since being slok enough for a time 
to decide that the *nd waa near and that ha must take the money and ro 
wast to k*ep 'Mmrod Junior ssfe from tha vendetta law in "flnneboro. 

Several other Vlnnaboro families had decided to go wast too because 
of hard tla*s ^nd a need to gat away frori th*; shirt tail sheriff. Tha 
Vheatley family t ?ort*ob«rry f Cornelius family and Taylor brothers, all 
left In a rather substantial oagon train big enough to protaot ourselves 
fro-n thieves or snoopy lewraen. Brother W« 1. had the larre fortune in 
gold coins, Nimrod posed as a laboring woodsnmn, Ike and myself plus 
brother Jim went along, jfi left Cherry Wood to th» rest of the Taylors 
who wanted to stay in safety ss they called it. 

Leuviar the rate at Cherry tfood top an odd fueling to know that X .4 
would never a^ain return. Seeing the damaged gate posts and bent wrourht 
Iran rnte f?r t&»t last time was hard to do and also a nice thing to know 
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that all the bad memories would be left behind. That damaged rat* always 
made me think whan the yanks e army wnt murchlns by and kicked rocka and 
chunks of wood at us; yankaa the word always meana that aosne to rib whan 
I read or heer t that expression damn yankce. We had no trouble traveling 
from A'innaboro to 31aok Znok Grove; well, the Alexanders and VYlnnlfarda 
toll ua that a new town with a railroad was sat up Just t*»n or twelve 
all aa northwest of then ao we could catoh a train into Dallas. 

Delia* wb3 still our next deatinatian toon; T at ill planned to go 
to Indian Territory but not everyone planned to go there with me and 
brother Ike. We all hitched up the next morale* early and went to 
that plaoe called Commerce. It waa not a bad little town for auoh a 
new plaoe; It already bad a store and feed lots for loading cattle for 
sale when tte train stopped to take the cattle to market; it had atarted 
aa q railhead loading for oattle with the name Cow Kill near the old 
Sulphur Rlvtfi ^ettl* alao gathered on the small hill at nl*ht to 
escape the files or gnats that plagued wild cattle In those days, Just 
like now, too, for that matter* A regular township waa built with 
plank stores so went foun^ tbe town Commerce without any trouble* * r y 
brother W. T.. atayed and went into tne mercantile business; Klmrod also 
stayed to run the I1v*ry atablea connected to the store or to manage 
the bu£gy enterprise. Took o lot of work to *et atarted by havlnp to 
build everything from the ground up ao I went on to Indian Territory the 
n*xt week elonft with Tke. tftit eld Comaeroe was settled by a colony of 
pioneer families from M'lnnsboro because of a feud ond s vendetta shirt 
tail sheriff. The »h*atley family aet up a Jewelry atore; Dee Ratify rj 
o*ns the family business now when T go there to get itgr watch cleaned* 

Indian Territory was not all that I tLougbt It would be after a few 
years, ^specially after Jenny di*d and another kid of Ulna to take -jare 
of. Laura Tatelle really had a lot of work to do with h*r pretty hands; 
8ne waa no sweet pretty thing any longer and she or^lalned a lot t even 
more aouthy than hor nigger mammle and that's saying a lot. fle got bcok 
to Texas and on to Commerce where brother Pill sheltered us. TTloirod was 
glad to see ua but everyone seemed to expect ua to be rich In eold coin. 
I *uase old dead dear mother hpd apoiled everyone in the Taylor family by 
dollar ao well that we though goldm* opportunity Just law around every 
corner. Tke w*nt Into business heulins thlnrs; he he^! a rood dray service 
in no time at all and thus decided to settle down anl made no bones saying 
that I should do the same, now thet X her* ao any kida to feed and clothe 
end send to sohool. Well, T told him that I never *ent beyond the 5th 
grade and was taught at home by mother to read and write and arithmetic. 
T knew more than enough for thin world's business. Tke reminded me that 
T we a not rich so don f t feel so smug about my lirnorenoe; he was like that 
When thourht h* wee right, Just like my d*er old mother on that subject 
T decided to atay for a while at leaat until eon^thlxu; better came along* 
I worked for Tke and brother Bill an«i 00 Vny 23, 1397 another girl Opml ' 
was born. T now had to work even herded but Tke did give gifts and 
candy to the *lrle t eapeoially I leay, aa I auoh later was always told by 
primer llaay when she waa thrown. T also mnde my own brew fron wild 
Indian p"ach»s that prew In the bottoms and T went fishing and hunt In*. 
T taught my boya to hunt and flah l'k* a *ood woodamn and puide in case 
they ever Just wanted tc take off and aee the world 11 to I had done. But 
they weren't too Interested in goln* places awm* from the family. I atay <J 



tn and around Commerce until \prll 17, 1900 when ay lost oh I Id Thomas 
Helton Taylor was born. Laura Setelle had reunited with all h»r folka, 
Mndng our baby ohlld for her sister Sally 9 a husband, They all visited 
several times a year and seemed Elod that we ware not doing so well In 
Commeroe as shan baok In ^Vlnnsboro. I did sake a few fnut tri pa back 
to Indian country; Oklahoma was beokoning to folks from ~laok Taok ^rove; 
the tandtroop faally went ao T took them alnoa I knew the way Ilka an 
Todian guide. The Tandtroop family had originally com from Florence, 
Alabama In late 1869 to ^lack Taok Orove with their relet! vea Jim Kllio 
and Ste**rt VSlann's children. They all already had kinsmen near Delia a 
in Tills Cointy. All of thaa were hard working folks who war en* t afraid 
of what had to ?«t done. For quality folks, they had no niggers around 
them but had owned several during the war (t hed to atop snylnr the war 
beoaum another war had happened down in Cuba). Tohn landtrocp and his 
wife Ifanoy ^llis tandtroop took their children, all rxown, with them. 
Jim *llla was a sickly brother with consumption that was hereditary and 
Collina Wllaon was a onus in because they were all kin through their 
dead frrandmother 3dna Haraton Sllla. tfhan she died, they all packed up 
from ?lor*»nce, Alabama to *o weat much like we Taylora went lock! stcok 
and barrel from Cherry *ood when our dear old mother died ao we had a 
lot In oomaoa plus being descended from Scotch Irish folks. All the 
Sills and Stewart A'llaon folks had founded Florenoe baok In 1920, after 
the war of 1512 soldiers died to rive their young ohildren a aaeil start, 
since ^dna Rerston end her brother Robert Rerston had a s«sall aavtwa 
from their dad; ?dna Herston morrled Templeton ^llls find had a houaefull 
ot children -vho mostly went w*st eventually. John ^11 Is stayed at the 
Florence homeplace and bought out the landed interest of all the other 
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and sisters snri :ouslns so they had au! 



^ood rrub steak In their new land. You really 
you travelled and then camped out with them for weeks at a tims oo a lone 
trip like to Indian country. And than noma of them went baok and forths 
a lot from Oklahoma back to Black Jack drove because they atlll ted soma 
relatives about and that family was olose as anv of us Taylora ev*r der«d 



I got to wheres that I felt kin to some of those land troop folks; 
Tom and Luther war? two blp brc> there who could work better than a dor en 
buck altera put together. T n*ver saw auch smart men work so hard and 
then aave their *on«y.- Both young man saved and worked to get a sery good 
start to own thousanda of acrea of land. Tom Tandtroop went to help 
pioneer Rlainvlew, Texaa, for T saw him out there when wording in the oil 
flelda once. 3ut I am netting ahead of my story araln. 

nn one of my trips baclc and forth to Indian country, I aaw find met 
Frank Jams a. He even taupht achool at Horton, Texas near Commerce about 
3 or k mllea eaat of town — it is jtiist a farm community with a schorl and 
a church, no town square and shops like Co'SQ*ro«. T saw Frank Tames when 
I first went to the newtown of Commerce; he want to Ccncierce to buy hla 
supplies sad I recognised hla picture from articlea that mother had rot 
to read about; aha always had fclka sending newspapers from everywhere to 
h*r for reading. Anyway, Frank Jamas had several of his man still banded 
Just across the border In Indian country, orr the Red River in safety 
from the Texas Ranrers even. The > T a^s e-.n*. stayed in caves that ;;nve a 
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rood lookout vantere point so that no lavraoa or bounty h«<\& hunter could 
30*flk up on them because the brother Jesse Jastes was not dead and thus 
had to hide out and they had all assumed another nana of course. I mm 
sure that T also saw J* see James at Horton, Texas while "rank was there. 
Texas people did not care what anyone did aa lonf aa mindinr their own 
business and not both*rinp the everyday routine nf the hard working folks 
who themselves wanted a chance to ffet by without a hassel. Besides, the 
law had very little respect from aoet Southerners because of the harsh 
reconstruction actions; all the carpetbaggers and soalaways tod rained 
oontrol of the state rovernaienta and used laws to foreclose oo over due 
land tex payments and just about any Infraction ctf the letter of the law 
that could be Inclined. Jesse James was o Hobln Hood to us Southerners; 
his 3 on federate bushwao fc*rs with till Ian 'uantrill were a welooa* force 
against the Union AGgulatars during the big bad *var am Inst Jayhewk*ra. 
We used to hear th* aong vrt ry often about the coward who shct Vr. Howard. 
Howard was a name that J*ase Janea used as an alias; he assumed sevral 
names but used Houwrd the most. Eob-rt Ford and his brother Charles v/ere 
also in the bond of train robbers so it was easy for then to shoot poor 
ole Jesse Janes ifco apparently outsmarted them by pretendi nr dead and 
going west to start ov n r. Trains were another hip business meanness to 
t^e average land owner; they took their rlrht of way *toen anyone did not 
want to sell; they beat poor fol-.s up and made them sign away the land or 
so everyone aaid back then. The railroad Hue mad'* Comaeroe the town it 
was ao nobody her" could understand why they were a hated business at so 
*any places but the robber barons owned tnom and operated thea with a 
high handed business approach Just like old King George III did over his 
subjects. Also, the Federal government was owned and controlled by the 
robher baron republican party all the years after the War "^tween the 
States except for Orov*r Cleveland and hla two terms, separated apart 
frox each other; he was the last of the aristocracy 2f the old school 
like in the South; he was a democrat who did net use the laws and idea 
of freedom so that bir business could rob the people of public lands and 
banking for^oloeures; the bank panics were a good *ay to get control l*?el 
and all of hard working people 1 s fares or businesses~povern»ent was to 
practice a lalssaz faire attitude as long as the robber barons could use 
that line of reasoning oo the Illiterate aosses who fell for their oot. 
That 1 * why T lik*d to leave t>;c country into Indian Territory to r&t away 
from the robber barons who owned American rov*rn!*ent that waa laughingly 
Of the people , by the people and for the people — all t If you hod many 
millions of dollars and owned bl* banks and big railroads. ?h« sorry 
?a«ss or terrible state of affairs of the Government was enough to make 
the everyday 3outhexfwr sick to death so it is nc wonder that J*ase Jaaes 
wen a Robin T!ood hero and did not get turned In by the common oltlxen— 
that was just one way we oould ?,et back at the man old yank^e troops and 
money rrubblnp northern controlled rovernaent of the United States. I was 
prepared to return to Indian Territory when the Spanish American ^ar broke 
out; nc way was I going to fight for yankeea so they could lived well off 
my hard labor or *von kill me while flrhtin^ their bottles just to fret 

had better be an older one than their friendly enemies who attend their 
old saokT'a clubs. Frank James had my admiration; sot* folks said that 
Cole v©unr*r on d his outlaws were also holed up In a oave with J*sse but 
I never knew \h» Younger outlaws by face* 
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Jesse James was 0 sign pT th n times io the land of the preat 
r-belllon. He waa a pronudt *f- politics that sake laws which In turn 
ttko lewbreekera just like tae British taxed oar enoestors to death. 
There's a dead nl£ger in tha woodpile somewhere about the killing of 
Jesse Ja&sa hoax. Some hidden reasons and atr&nre teethe ds have bean 
nt foroe in thia oountry for a long tl» by the risinp bourreois class 
end their proletariat workers; tbe captains of industry or robb»r barons 
naae fros the sloven lnluatriol workers who had no descent fro* the 
aristocracy. The cavaliers *ere the last sons of dukes and noble families 
who had to 00*- to colonial Aaerloa to find any opportunity since tne 
title and all property went to the eldest son; the state's rlriita South 
was governed by the leisure landed gentry whose ancestry was tied to the 
royal households La Scotland and Ireland ao tha daim yankee proletariat 
-who finally owned « factory had to sain control of Washington: they even 
lied to name their Republican party the Crond Old Party *hen in reality 
tha Democrat party *i ■» founded by Jefferson and enhanced by Jackson. A 
lie is believed by Illiterate voters; unemployment has been twnety five 
percent und*r th* robber barons but at l*aet th» western lands are oi>en 
for tha poor to #to th»re to survive, T *u*ss that I have become as hard 
as nails like tqr man old dead nother about the rich yankee polltiaana. 
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robber barons out of business or 00 I hope; I try to read a Democrat 
news pa per and then a Republican fa per since eaoh ean print the news in a 
total il Threat woy, Just like reading the Bible with Satan say in* the 
lines on* way and the Oebrltl An^el saying the sane lines but with siara 
es^haals. ^ut pr archers now want to boss folks on how to live; th*y are 
now sayln* that deiaon rua is evil and tent bo*)* brew !s the woret sin of 
all when once even preachers brewed their own stuff at noie just like 
all the folks. One preacher who believed that God mA* the whole world 
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started sinking fast. And then ne had the nerve the y*li in desparatlon 
to ae f "fteorre, cuss f e«; beat their r*a:s so we won't los* all h«r 
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C q Timers* was ettlng oitified enough the t the preachers wue tolling 
folks how to llv* and bow to vote even; Commerce vroe a young plaoe to get 
civilized ao fast but tnen the new college that brother Bill Taylor helped 
entice rroa Cooper helped. The Mayo Kormal Sohool taught teachers mainly 
when it *ae established In 1894 near land that brother 3111 owned and 
close to his house on Washington ^tr»et. Professor Mayo waa a bard working 
man y&ic tended a garden and had a atudant work with him wMl^ b*ing 
Instructed trerbnlly and also working at the name time; discussion and work 
*ent hand in hand ther*. Ideas did gat discussed 1n th* town but moat 
of the talking had to do about ijoasip on other townsfolk. And the new 
preachers seemed to think that they were the only ones who talked to God 
who In turn tails exactly the only right way to live a dally Ufa; Cod waa 
a noisy busybojty full of gossip Just like the folks in town. Those new 
preachers taurht that God rewarded hard work with wealth and that a rloh 
aan waa nor* beloved by God than a bum or at least tint was the lesson 
that their actions pr*s«nt*d most of the time. I told one preacher that 
God must be a republican alnce the robber barona w**re now In charge since 
the great rebellion attempt had failed and that democrats were aatan f s | 
Ohildren; that did not set *ell in the solid South belt. I said ttv.it I ' 
did not think God was a goddamned republican luring th^se hellish y*ara 
after the rr at rebellion failure ao I had to put a atop to hear'n* rh- 
religious ri^berlsh Juatif 'cation of all things. T was tired of hearing 
verbal garbage from the uneduoated preachers who could not themselves *ven 
r-ad the good book that thay worshipped so muoh. 1 was fortunately 
educated at home by my smart Tiother mostly to r*ad well and fast but she 
was a real brain when coat people could not even r^ad or write ao how ooulj 
moat people expect to get an education alnce their hon*»folks oouid not 
help them* We Taylors came froa good stock irfio had privilege and rank 
behind us to provide the beat of what life had to off r at the time; our 
aristocracy always got the b«st opportunity to learn mor* by being well 
enough educated in the beat of what life had to offer in that day. Vy 
day was not a bad time to be alive because of the wilderness to get away 
froa th* lying that these preacher typea had to orf*r and thus to gat 
far away from the 11? s of pollticane not at ell interested in th* common 
citizen anyinor* If thay did say otherwise. Money vas the rreal elm of the 
good anuthinr. leadership now. 

Commerce now hud a church for moat vt the religions, even brother p l^ 
nad helped found th* Presbyterian Church there; ha chose to reamln a true 
Scotchman to the end. So many churches were built on one street thut it 
was named Church Street ap roprietely enough. Folks now had to vote the 
self rirhteoue way the bic preachers said or they would go to hell since 
their Ood told them what to do every > ay f personally. History repeated 
itself with the Divine Right like the Stuart klnga of England tried and 
£&t their head out off when finally going too far. Deism w8a what the 
funding fathers really believed or we would hav» hart a national religion; 
a puritan -lement was full of hatred for life and uaed superat it utlon to 
n all the r«al facts away to suit their smell minded n*edo. Moat of 
the different churchaa aald they wer- the only one or the only way to get 
to hraven and that all the others were dead wrong; th* religlcna fought 
e«*h other like old scratoh himself; they argue* using scripture to quote 
their religious biaa. Prejudice was the order of business for the loud 
poachers who seemed tc battle for the birgest membership roll call be.aua 

- - ohurch.^he baptists sure enough 



iwmb^ralhip m^ant wealth of tithes 



hated the Catholic papists in open preaching warfare; th- ^-thodlat 
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were divided between th*ir ^piwopal rorlglns and their ^^©wlll 
Vethodist fundamentalists who shouted in unknown tongues the words of 
Ood 69 they fell from heaven. And the Church of c hriat condemned ell 
the other religions to hell for tola? totally wrong. Goodness and love 
did not find its way into God's kinrdotn of earthly churches* I sure 
would have joined e Quaker Church if erne hed teen around then because 
they at lee«?t met to quietly meditate end never had loud protestations 
about ev*ry act being a aortal sin that everyone did— the quiet services 
appealed to me. Smell towns know ell the favorite sins of everyone else 
so being aanotlmnnoua as ell Ret out was Just a waste of time besides 
being a hypocrit which was also a sin if they had bothered to read the 
Bible they worshipped so much then listen to th»lr favorite preaoher who 
catered to the prosperous denouna and elders whe paid their salary. Fetng 
rich sur* got favors from the preachers who then didn't preach them to 
hell like a bum would set condemned; it Has suddenly fashionable tc be 
rich and thus God hed rewarded herd work with tfc«ir earthly wealth, yet 
the infallieble Bibl* sold it wos easier for a rich nan to go through the 
eye of a needle than to enter Into the kingdom of God's pearly rates. I 
laughed at all the stupidity committed serfoualy a* the only ritfht *sy to | 
think* ^ell churched rich folks could do bed things to good people of 
another church nmbershlp and that wes fine according to their small mindet 
ways. I soon fell out of favor with the preachers and the high fellutin 
membership with th*lr false good manners. I left Commerce for good In 
1902, new to return T than thought, except later to cow hack to visit 
my children or when they *>ot married. Laura Tat.elle was too much of the 
goodie two shoes type far me now as well as h*r nlr-er nammle who was far 
worse a pain In the back side and then all those Sullivan sisters with 
their former husbands getting rich selling produce to beoome almost rich 
folks th^aselves. The lull Ivans never hed tafcen kindly to being poor 
sfter H*nd*rson lost the place nomed ^rssslands and went to Sulphur 
Springs to live end raise hie rtsughters to be old malnds. I left early 
one morning. 

Commerce hoc* beoome ell the things that old '.Yianstoro had been, 
"eople wanted to boss other folks through gossip end the eanctlmonous 
use of religion. Religion was a big fight between eaoh faction; even 
singing and music became 8 battle ground. The us* of !n**ru*i«nts was 
a big bone of contention and I had always liked a good sing song* 

A good old fashioned lance had beoome sinful *ven. Square dancing 
was fast movement but the touching made the puritans angry so it all had 
tc be stopped. The monthly fiddling sessions on the square did not end 
but did get changed. m he vinnlford boys had a band; Tlorvelle wan a good 
one to play oldtiae breakdowns on his fiddle; ?am played the high fellutln 
violin and young Bob handled the big baas fiddle. They were good churched 
folks from the beat of local gentry so they could do no wrong. 

I left Co*»eroe to beooeua a roustabout. I knew oer;entry work fairly 
well because Z had built enough dugouts in Oklahoma to shake a stick at. 
Anyway, I got good steady work In the new oil fields building those big 
wooden derricks. I went down to 3*aumont to find work sod sure enough 
Aid get a job rlcht off. 

The noise and smell nearly killed as; people noved ^J^J^ 
time never all the camps sleeping at the same time. Horses went wound 
m "the loose a lot; the muddy streets ware full of horse manure and sturr. 
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The aaol! was anouph to kill anyone used to the wide open spaces like I 
was. u en can ?«t accustomed to anything eventually sc I hod to Juat gat 
busy and for^t the bad part wtlle I worked to earn a living ao that I 
would not have to be napped at my wife and h*r nlrr*r mammie. Onca 
a new wall can* In that spewed oil war up into th* air; nan it was a pr^ttj 
elpbt to behold sprajrlnp until the wind chanped and then it rained down 
oil on ua all. T felt like a tarred and feathered nigger I aaw one time 
belnc rode out t?f torn on a rail. Never araln t did I watch a oil well 
spew without firat following the wind to avoid another oil bath* Took 
weeks to get all that ameli and greasy noes off ay skin, Just shaved siy 
haad to pet rid of the punk there f at least. I alac made my hor* brew 
to aell or share with the other fallow workers. So T waa busy all the 
tima, either with carpentry or abrewlnp. Our work oampe or boom towns 
were a world unto themselves. Fights were a regular thinp when the r,uye 
got off their ahtfta to relax as It ware; they were all klnda cf people; 
I worked with nippers as cooks for the csopa, too. e all pot alons 
as wall an rood be expected beoause we all tad a Job to do and ware too 
tired most of the time to bother with differences until aotre nnart slack 
started JaWbooinp abcut the big war days cf the Confederacy or old 
Indian wars or over wo.aea. ^oneu caused the bluest fl^hta because they 
w#r* so few of than and the tough fellaa thought they owned special 
favors from the few around. A lot of flouzes followed the camps or 
bocm towns. Some of the pala even married their Johns cr clientele. 
For all the money belnp mad* frcrr thn all wealth, the toon towns were 
hell holea of terrible living ocnrtl tlons— se*wd odd that so much 
MW rich folks could corse out of all that squnllo*. The landrwners 
b*oama rick and for onoe I saw t»t ay old doer dead mother waa right 
about land being wealth and power— little did she kn:w about mineral 
rights and oil royalties. But »ybe aha did alnce sh* read so such and 
was Pennsylvania where the first oil well was discovered. Mother said 
n«ver to sell any lond and to think that T did sail to the other Taylors 
nfco stayed at Cherry 7ood. All I hat! to show for my inheritance was 
the old iron bed that I got— the one that daddy died on and than mother 
inftedletely laid down to have m durlnr the ?ar. And that bed was not 
»ven with ma anymore; it was still in C^anL^^ce with Laura Sutelle. 

I had said Just before l*avlnp that I would return to pet the be by 
boy Torn, that T should have at least on* of the yo»n*!ns. 'ftiat really 
aoered Laura ^at^lle enough to leave me alone for n wMle. And that 
t~r*at really pal the f^ar into nipper Mammie as well. And little Tom 
always thought that T would return f cr him and take him with mo: he said 
when s;rown thct h* thus thought that I must hav* really loved him after 
ail. 3ut 1 would d«w hate had a place to keep him in those filthy 
camp towns ttoloh warn no plaoe for a younpin. 

I did return to Commerce when my eldest Will married Ida Salmon 
in 1906. The Salmon family was good stcck since Battle Salmon bad married 
Ira Knight who owned land with a bip house with a drawing room and ail. 
Th* wedding was held at the Knight place Test of town, Just off the 
railroad tracks that nearly came to their door. Ttey had nippers to do 
all the work. For a new town, Commerce had a bip nisper population rhat 
resided in what was called The Holler because the negroes eanr so loud 
while they did their work and they yelled so loud during their ohuroh 
meetings. 

Will and Ida Taylor had their first ohild n year later, named her 
^Sleie, born February 18 , 1907. Seemed odd for as to be a grandfather. 
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•yen though I n*v*r want beak there to sea anyone or anything ocain. 

^v^ry two or three y*ara I would return to Coi»erce to see y*t 
another rrandchiid be in.? born; *111 and Ida had 4 youagine close to 
gather. 9ee»me<* •-.hot one visa always in diapers all tn« time. Llssie 
married Bub Tore and had a pess*l of younrins; sha mat Bub whan a train 
came through; h* aas an engineer; thay too had one Md after another. 
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hoist a car up and pull an anxel better than a man 'hen aha imnted 
somewhere, yet she was always aick and laid In bed unobl* to do the 
urk but com Id ohon"* an ax*l when wan tin* to ffo somewh^r^ 
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legal document which ha^ the nam Opal Vae Taylor Ifaokey at tte top: 
aoae letectlve had compiled an accounting of her life, even wnt ioning 
the little girl Loretta. 71o waa a an of few words and eatd, n Vise 
Opal I have a little boy at ho»e who needa aone notoerlnr with a wonn 
at hone lust like your little girl needa you at hoao, 30 let us ro pet 



■led no 



*pal blinker tv*r eyea durln 



>ae depression days and 



rallied, *Yoo*re the best tip I hare had all day; let 1 a ro to the 
Justice of the peace.* They left and got aarried. Victor 3hauberp:er 
owned* hundreds of dores of land at Hardin on the edge of tto Pi* 
Thicket; he owned a iaw alll f herda of cettl* and raised corn, plus m 
aheriff of Liberty County there. Opel did v*ry well indeed; ahe baeen 
a big club woman and worked wita the Goodman of the World Oirole 
Insurance and old folka homes; ahe becoae an officer on the state lev* 

Vy youngest Too married ^lla Vlnniford near Cuaby or old Black Ji 
*rcve in ^eoe^iber 13, 1924* "lla'a feth^r *8s Robert Lee Vlnniford ml 
had been a part of the Vdnnlford band ao popular In Cocwieroe and othea 
communities in the central utirt of ^ast T*xas. Her uncle Saa Winnlfoi 
mas n renowned sueioian who waa acknowledged as th** beat fiddler in ti 
state of Texas* ^lla had crown up on the land rand hoaeplaoe northws* 
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that shirt tail sheriff of WLnnsboro* Ella 1 
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directions to the new town of Cooaeroe 
.0 r 0 to Dallas and then on west but nearly 
tsyed in Commerce* I went to some of the 
'ord place slnoe the whole community was 
'roai Dallas alao cane; Dr. Charles T. 
:»r who wss a first cousin to Pob winntford. 



A lso, my granddaughter ^lale Ifeylor aarrled ^v*rett '-Vlnniford who 
was a brother to ?lle f in 1925. little Ida Jfergaret Wianlf ord and little 
Lynna Natalie Taylor were both first and second aouslns who lived and 
played together trie first few y«ara of their liv*a. ^lafce ' though was 
very Jeaioua of ail the slfti and would check on the- ,ricea to see If 
nore 4a* s>*nt on lynnc t. ^lsle seemed to think that hnvinr the name 
-Vianlfcrd entitled her child to nore iir^aenta. And Slaie would oorreot 
anyone who misspelled the narae vr lnnlford; she was determined to have 
the ^lemnc* of that name done rlctot in ev»ry detail or the word- -would 
really embarrass a* to be with her when she corrected someone, ^lsle 
had only one child but did not raise little Ida J'arraret. ^he frrendmoth*r 
Ida Salmon Taylor ralaed the child; took charge and even sent her to 
school, aaying thot living in the country was not pood encugh for her 
grandchild. Yet, the lovely old bomeplece named ^lnnlford 'flay was very 
^legaat and full of prosperity because of the hard working folks there. 
Ida always made anlde reanrlta about llvitw in the oountry, y«t her own 
aister Hattie Knlditllved in the country in a big house which burned to 

*n had to live In the nlr*er quartera because 
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as a roustabout fit Graham, Taxaa out th*re wnan T wao alok fron being 
physically wn dovm; a friend wrote Tot 'liaylor end son ^111 that T ws' 
un.bl* to work anymore; oa* of th*ir railroad fri^nia had bean through 
th*re. Vail, vfin acid he oould not <?et off from hla breakeven ,1ob ao 
Toai mn laid off because of the departs!, on and had the time free to ro 
ret ma. Hf» sad hla wife Tlla caie in th*ir oar and toot ma bock to 
Comoro* on Labor of 1932. I lived with Will till Chriatniaa of 
1935: Ida alwaya threw it up in siy face and In Tea' a faoe that ha Juat 
want to gat and brlnr oe baok for tor to wait on. Will did stand up for 
Toa by aaylnp o friend's letter Indicated that their daddy *a.a sick and 
that "amlly ahould take oara of thMr own. Ida up with folks who 

did net ooae froa tha land; thay grew up along aide tha railroad workers 
life and wara townafolfcs aho did not bay* tha love of tha freedom of 
outdoors or wilderness In thaLr blood Ilka tha settlers had; I was * 
dying breed, a left ov*r from tha old days that bad no plaoa In the 
modarn world of machines. Cona»roe fms a railroad town and tha depreestow 
had really hurt tha Jcha. Ilka young Toa havinr no aork or prospects; 
but hla in-laws were still on tha land Ilka true gantry and cculd help 
hi -a and his ohlldran. Ida blamed all har husband's bad trelts on m; I 

tha scapegoat for everything bad she saw In tfill; tha oth^r daupht^r 
In laws said pretty bad things Ilka that about me f even though thay did 
have me over for meals because of bain;* their Christian duty to aare for 

I want out to tha oountry with Tom to hla la-laws. 15lla f s mother 
*n 9 Ver*ar"t Landtrooj Wlanlferd -*nd th*r«fore h<*r parents and brothers 
Tow and Luther land troop bad been tha folks that I shewed tha way to 
Oklahoma Territory. And thalr klnsaan Jim 'Ellis had also con* to 
Oklehorca than to beoone tha settlors of the naw state; thay had businesses 
In Sonar, Oklahoma. The whole tandtrocp and Tills kin ->aw baok two or 
thraa tlmoo a year to visit at Winnlford Way, "aster <as a bi£ thing 
out th*re. ^om had met Slim on Taster when 9he was engaged alr*ady to 
wad onothar man Ton Drake who was twlc* bar age than; bat Ton gained bar 
attention thnt day and aarried in December of 19ZU. 7 never saw another 
landtrorp *ctns:r»n neneri Charley Sutler who aakad Too about tha Tease 
Jamas story being at Korton and also !n o oave in Oklahoma; X told To* 
what 1 knaw to relate to Charley Butler. Tom had a k*en aemcry banause 
ha taught ©uaoaery through tha Coaaeroe Masonic lodge. Tom *aa a 
Scottish Rita route expert; hla roota to Sootland came through loud and 
clear. Toa wma presented with a soaaic pictorial certificate which *«e 
3 feat by 2 feat and mode a very nice framed nail place. Tom could 
remember every word r»xo^tly as ha was told about anything. 

Tom aiad that ha told Cha ley Putlar exactly Ifcftt I knew. Tha 
Land troop brothers Luther and Toa had a reel bad quarrel acoording to 
*y son Tom. Those Landtroop* worked tha same Haxicans on their land ao 
thay conducted buatness most «v«ry day without every spa a king; thay had 
not spoken In decades yet conducted dally bustneas with their farm land 
wcrk^ra. Tom TAndTTDOP f s wife !Tora had to repeat «v^ry word of a needed 



not 

able at Chris tans and still 



contract with each one standing tiv^re pre 
7hooe brothers even wara seated across th 
navar spoke or aoknowlad«sd each other 1 s existence; at least thay ?ot to 
see all the r*l*tlv*s und keep family ties goinff. 



Also, Xuther Landtroop raised an Indian princ 



v^rs. 



30 hahison mxwnx win»« tatlor cum (o 

Th* Indian rirl inherited a fortune In oil royalties and then *ent to 
Parle, Franoe to drink heraelf to death or die from thi good life aa 
all tna relativ-a llk»d to aay. luther*a wife Irene Reals Land troop had 
boaaei the pal to death and Insulted h*»r redden heritage until th* money 
oarie, but th* Indian rlrl wisely l*ft th* country all torether* I don* t 
blame her. 

Poor Lena divers we a too often used aa o goad example of a bod 
per8on who died from the evil drink. Commence certainly had no liquor 
to worry about • Aft*r the ladies bashed up th* aaloona In l?91 with 
their hatoheta; th* idea osme from what v ra- Sarah -flnniford had do» 
to all the aaloona in *lack . T aok ^rova, to olean up that awful rowdy 
drunken atop on the way fron Jefferson to Dallas; buaineaa fell off 
from than on aa far aa T was eooe*rn*d. Coam*ro* rot around the dry 
a; ell by havlnc o domino plaoe cr pool hall; my brother * T la Taylor owned 
th* domino hall 9 *ven had domino fames goinc all day« And one could pet 
a little drop there too when the bootl*r<-«ra <?aa* along with a bottle 
from aom*oth*r town. lice and I were standing near hie draw wagon *hen 
Tom was about alx when '/ill got married; anyway, we took a dram Just an 
little Tom was walking up; I had eaid that I wanted to aee the little log- 
that Ike had in hia wapon ao we had rone for th* <1rink of course. But 
boy like, Little Tom wanted to aee if a doggie really existed ao he had 
followed for aura; vhen wi took a qulek swig, the boy game upon ua ao T 
swallowed tomrd and a tr angled nearly to death while saying that a little 
hair of the dog Juat ot me. Toa thought the dog had run avmy— we had a 
big leugh at his expense I guess, I was always a weloome sirht to old 
timers In Commerce because T always brought a Jar of houoh to pass around. 
The do rooders oalled me o bootlegger because calling me bad namee made 
tnem feel good and self righteous at their n*w churches, j oould always 
Just l*av* the next day, but their husband a sure liked a swig of th« rood 
stuff sinoe Coameroe wo a dry* 

Th*ss oltlfi^d bom apuin christians hove to wetoh everyone else's 
sinful ways to make themselves feel su prior over to others like as as a 
good Sunday sohool lesson in scandal. Preachers *ven like to meet at the 
o!ty safe and dlsouss the worst sin of the weak ov*r a steaming cup of 
oof fee. SoaeaLrht to behold when I rpt old and set around town hearing 
all the thln^R the idle workshop of thai? christian minds did to other 
nice people no worse then themselves; no wonder Hitler could do so well 
when he knows human nature wants to Aameaa sow one real bad to lay all 
the blame on an innocent person, 'tfell, .-osslp la the mainstay of the 
ohurchy folks; the religious old timers who settled this oountry were too 
busy working and praying their own silent words tc Cod to meddle und*r the 
guis* of aettlnr a true ehri atlan example to be a real publican, for the 
Bible tells us to pray in our closet quietly, not a words is s*id about 
loud protest before congregations to praise our public face. Confession 
of sins to a pr*ach*r 1 * a mistake if wanting to keep a secret. T should 
know; 

Put vis Taylors csn keep a aeoret just like my brother Ike nev*r 
telling details nf Jenny's death because non* of us could bare to talk 
obout it and thua bring up old memories far ourselven end too we had 
promised not to say a word. And our word was our bond, too. -ve Taylors 
also keep a good secret about K loured, nev»r to mention his name to anyone 
la this gossipy town called Commerce, to kept hia secret Identity from 
everyone f *ven though Hlmrod looked Just like the r^st of us since Taylors 



all favor Just like a Hereford bull makes all the cattle favor him, th»t f s 
the v>sy uo Tavlora look alike once you have seen one, thou oil of us look 
that much alike • Brother Bill or old W. J. Taylor to the townsfolk had 
dona a good Job taking oare of rTimrod Junior and keepinr. him safe from 
tne arm of the law that would &nv* hanged him for fretting Justice on the 
murderere of hla father; motner would have been proud of us all about 
keeping that premise. But brother Bill died abou* the time that old 
Ida got on a tare and moved ate in on Tom end his email new baby at 
u hr if? ties tin**. Ida always got her ass In th A air around ^hrlctmea when 
all h«r folks would be at her house t so she wanted me out of the way for 
pood T know but especially during the celebrations of .Tesus 1 * birthday 
when all her ^olmon kin would be there to eat those suaptoua meals* So, 
I was noved In on Ton and 81k sod Little Lynns ^stalls end baby Bobby 
while tfill was away on a run f being a brakeman took him a hundred miles 
down the tracks eooh day and back; I alwsys wished that I could g*t on a 
train end Just ro too. ^ r y pood brother Q ill died then or abouts so 
no on* was able to take care of ^imrod; that was 1935 T am pretty sure* 
There was still a stash of cosh l*ft to take oar* of Nlmrod Junior so he 
got that money to go somewhere else* Brother V. j # had a big roinF 
bus!nes0 for Klmrod to help all those years sine* coming to Ccmmeroe* 
Simrod ren the busgy or liv«ry pert of th* mercantile business; he took 
oare of the daytime hours out back of the main store and then after the 
closing hours x% imrod denned up the place and had a room over the horse 
stables; T had helped built those quarters long ego* v lmrod never 
oomplalned and the good lord kept our secret because we had rirht on our 
side. 

Just after the great oraah on woll street Terfca Sullivan and her 
sister Sally visited my folks who of course were hers as well. Dude 
had them at his place or the house that old asn ^vens had ?lve them; old 
3*0 ~vani acdhls brother had married sisters who were Indians so they had 
money, ^nywny T Hide let nis old aald aunts visited for a f*w weeks like 
folks did and sometiaes stayed ne v*r to go book horns, *heir father 
"enderson was dead and he had raised them so strlok they were both old 
maids* But Viss Solly Sullivan met Joe Vsnrrum who had a nice place just 
east of Commerce and was from an original settler of Commerce town so they 
.^ot married very late In life. And Miss "'»rza Just moved in and lived 
with them till Sally died and she steyed on «ven then to cook for old 
Joe; Joe and c ally wer* married about ten years; ^elly died Just as the 
depression was getting ovr with and about the time that Hitler was coming 
to world power. I remember events at Commerce with what I read in the 
newspaper; I r*ed the Dallas Vorning Newa *v*ry day from cover to cover, 
that kept we out of the way of the women folk. T also saved the Mr 
a tack of papers to burn In ay wood burn in* stock rHirlne the eold we<4th«r 
along with the sticks of wood and cob! that I plokefl up along the 
railroad right of way; coal burners were a big thing then. Terze then 
suddenly got a Job taking oare of an old man in Greenville whiob a big 
county ae.at town and I never again h ard of her because after that she 
had enough money to ro her own way for the first time in her life and ahe 
did l»ave but seems odd for sudh a family loving person to Just up and 
nev<>r ae heard of again, '.'hen iay brother Fill died, Hlsrod had to leave 
and he tad sow cash I know for I saw him pay oash for a train ticket to 
"reenville. Ha nev*r came baok to stay in Commerce; he ?/orked in the 
cotton f'ns ov*r th-re where trie largest eoapr*as' in the world was as the 
train station signs said "The Whitest People and the Bleakest Land." ^at 
place was cotton country like Ch*rry "ood tod been so he felt at home 
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epeln T mir»: 
when T took a trn 
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Shu buzz of work th*r* reainded m of the old hooe 
tn and stayed the whole day there aray from old Idi 
T oould jtet on a train because all tha conductors 
l*t ma rlda since T h^d 3 sona working for the m! 
bosya. f I*he y always ceeaed to like »e as T would 1 
* t\r ^ood stuff back to pass around* 



Joe Menrrun's aiatar took Terra to Greenville to r*t s Job talcing 
care of an old sick «n who had th* non*y to pay h*r to car© for hia; 
T*r2a did tall iae that sooeone had to work In the f sally and do their 
duty as well; Terfca had always cone over to Cherry Wood as a ycunpln 
to visit Tar several days at a tin ac she knew us Taylor* well and 
ee*»ed to like us till after T caw back froa OKlahooa *h*n *"nny died 
and i,oor Laura Tstelle was all broken down and looked old b fore h-r tl»* 
I got blasted tot everything bad that ev*r happened; Ike did not ret so 
ouch blame since he had a dray service and gave then ell rides places and 
soaie money too* I never let otferr people boss se onoe mother was rone. 
Life Is too short to kntow to others, except wben Via Ida gets on a tare* 
v ou have to obey and Junt eet out of th# way. T*rzu too* care of poor 
old tllmrod which was like the blind leading the blind for she too was an 



old wosen but In roi 
sturdy atocfc. Ter» 
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because whei 
hunting me 1 

Ky room wi 
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as Ida oall 

us#d and thus newspapers c 
I jzntb*?*d along the way* 
tae feul bill an* ahe said 
her part of the house wae 
pj&ta to leave on ny bed si 
tha n*we as she called the 
a oo-*xlst*nt way of life 
course put In a big garden 



tab] 



ould b* burned alonr with sticks and ocal tha 
Ida had nutural gaa stoves but was stingy wi 
it cost too »auch to use vry long at a time b 
anug I ttlwaya noticed; she would teice oy luno 
because she knew that I wonted to re 
les po^er. T nr7*r « 1 ul v Jt3l^d bo^auae h 
r that tare of hers for a Isns tine. I 0 
:Ui*h for ten people and raised a hoi? ev^ry 
butchered ayself ; Ida had sorapa left over enough everyday 

but she only thro wed tne» away since she hod rrowed up not 
efrtKer'tor to save food so ahe wasn't in the the habit of 
1 froi day to day ilic* the aoflern tfomen were now doing* 3ut 



\'la Ida ha3 a fancy new fridge as she called It and she did keep lota of 
thloira is it. but not bir. amounta of Attain fron day to day. Anyway T 
fad the bop: from the laily discards with water added ; a couple gallons of 
water to a half full 5 gallon can; an old roofing tar container uaed to 
war the alop to the pig and than to the ah oat jnd then the full frown bog 
ready to butcher. ?hey llk*1 the fresh pork and the vegetables; relative* 
canned a lot of the*; I had peach treea too but no ma icing any brew from 
them like baok at Ch»rry Wood. Put I did get to buy some Fcoi stuff when 
rolnr on th* rails to f?*t away from Ida* 



Ida aas a holy terror when ah# didn't get her way eaatly 
us'ioAly won. Ida Kerraret, her grandbaby, was not eaay to mi 
little Ide aa I called her etudiert liard and made good grades, 
la college at old Kayo 1 * Korea 1 Colore now named *aat Texas ( 
Teachers. Vfeldon lteylor waa a math t^aoher there; he attend* 
Vayo aohool; hla brother Leon waa an air fore* colonel mho wv 
and lots of fun to be around. Kathan waa v*»ry serious and a 
not fun like Leon. Ida though could be fun uround Tolka she 
once any on* had her Ire then wotch out: she vas not fair abou< 
after she MM angry about th* least thing. And he: 
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»d the sood rich life so being elegant waa what beat 



Little Vargaret aa I called Ida Verier at to aee Just *hat Ida would 
any waa pitiful p ncv?r having a chance to be her own person. Ida "ferraret 
finally went to live with h«r parent whan they awed to Amarlllo during 
the: war. Ida finally ffot Everett tflnniford off the form; Ida hated any 
farm with •passion and oftlled any one on the land a hick and not really 

treated Ilk* whit* fol>a should be t no natter how 
d. Ida Vsr,:arat met a fly boy out in Aserlllo 
n a Catholic. Ida waa madder than a wet hen and 
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was up« 9h 
have undera 
up making a 
that mother 
had to hi arc 
ohuroh rt fl tn 
by tailing: 
Bible that 



Tstelle blamed 
fortune, but 
•ritanoe and i 
did not want 
jod *hy all it 
)i r«r fcrtuni 
Left ua far 
me for 

Kfk VA 1 



all the 



a bo 



expi 
wron; 
who 

g folks wftr. t to believe 
t they worship as Ood 1 a wo 
erwlae. It la alwaye easy 
lac* oa fcelng bad that oau 
e • ons 1 d 1 x - 1 v z or wru t 19 n 



verythlnis bad as balnf ny f 
v r on* word about her brot 
would not aue bafora tba a 
Sullivan ever to go to Jail 
*aylors protected Hiarod .Tu 
1th all tba ?.old coins and 
purpose. But no 
.lust want to th 
half* «NM*lr easy * 



ult . I nac thus 
ier Henderson who 
^itua of ilaitatlooi 
ao aha should 
lor and thus tf.nve 
'-floral dollars 



•8 not 



*ry today 



lijff become just 
[da ao much and 
ind thus format 



by having to listen to Ida 
aoaoas to gat out Into and 
off a lo- backwards to .-ru 
that happen. People act u 
In thalr lives* I wish th 
I did ea a young man back In ^aat Texa* 
In the formats was enough to make you ] 
land and thus to format the or ob leas it 
Nimrod Junior moused alonr with losing 
having cutthroat robbers on the roads, 
tne alnd off lta problems beck then: see 
moss on all the tr*ea in the deep Big *h 
Liberty v^ay really makes cn<* feel alive 
know, looked like a woman 1 1 loot? hair ha 



like ider ana h*; 
also by not hovl: 
my misery. It 1 
and blame others for all 
ao much because they have 
oouM gat out aid a for son 
sat Texas; the beautiful I 



Lauro Patella 
>ae high falutln 
id more valuable 
nt toned In the 
vialoa that says 
\h«r time and 
rather than 
»s and gripers are 
p »ean ?*ys f too t 
ig the wide oj^en 
i i ay aa falling 
the bad thinga 
v*ry little beauty 
ths on time Ilka 
ogwood 3 blocclng 
•or all the bounty of the 
ahlrttall sheriff and 



All 
inc 



the 

f r a 



I miss 

a common th! 
to find thai 
had started 
or bafora. 
wives that 
crop* Some 
later, but 5 



the foreeta that were full of animals to hunt; panthers were 
n ~ f «^en In the creeks near Winaiford "ay. tTsed to take dora 
i and make the country safe for cattle; old Urbane Alexander 
a hunting club to kill wolves as wall— that was baok in 1852 
Vy sen Dude still hunts hla hounda In tnoae creeka to rot the 
kill chlikana and turkeys that folka try to raise for a cash 
hunters take fcx to let loose and reproduce ao as to hunt 
t fox will kill turkeys and not aat them, juat atack tba dead 
n a pile like a game counting the kill. A fox !a Ilka a man 
,lng la the ^ame or fun rather than Juet killing whan needing 
wast* Ilka a rob*n«r baron today* The rich like to prey on 



na 
La 



m rort'inaT:e no^ jusx gei; mac 
mitler of open land apnea ban d 
vital eo^rry ^*\nr SXbeuatad 
I modern domain of lusty lead 
the hirh society preachers, even ( 
modern mankind* Hitler is a vtoAx 
and always has been— nobody Is th€ 
with the tide of human events and 
:% big number or t'.ln.-a are always 
tha reaponaas that way look simple 



tor or smn apac< 
now do an'i also 



!Tl*3t*r 



at 



causey 
any one 
»jr a n f t • 



tins 



>reon just 
ier one ti 
to :«ufl9 



at like my old daddy 1 a long riven names being ao cavalier and 
ratio like the 7* Ins.* of ffalaa or all kings bavin? so many riven 



nrlstoo 
namea. But all tho 
dad really bad 7 (£6 
^orley Hurray Humfo 



aa* from the surnaaea of 



nroe T T orriaon 
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so thay oo 
did * Bial 
of him lit 
tha A^lacQ 



oiks* 

A ohoo< 
r thin* 



by hia fath*r C< 
tha Lanoaatar* ' 
hunnn netur9 as 
r^uni OQd 9t ^»rat 



en- theit aultad 1 
r an Injun £ot to 

T.fjo fwl of bis c 
ildad to Indian 



'lor 



.ot or ramiiy naaea 
lnraot the Indians 
fir tha third auna^r 
rsonality. One of 



H M 



lson 



to. 

Ly im« 



tura 
wly but 



i untamed . Sone *aylor ulimys 
,1a *.har* rat**r than return to 



touoi 



i a old *ays 



taofc horns ri< 



tis batt*r to b* 



a v*ry 
thiit t 



Id pond than n a.soll flshay In tha vary 1 
• harona sontrol. Tafclnp a broncho Is a w 



5o t ao don't knock what you hava no 



•ous but yc< 
F oldar bro 
on ao ha k 
:taa low* 



r»nnl -nn\ 



:*d only * 
of vn'in.r 



cousin a 

lust Ilka 
1 basic 
)r family 
> tha 
>r family 



»l or L 



nroi snfa 



book to tha wild unaj 
ral la f raa from "osMBfl 
day from Coauaarca to 
that laat days could 
her boaay way a. All 



lat tlx 



irtat!an 



aa those fadareldollc 



oiran 1 
) Dalli 

I'JH'i t( 



oaost I could $9% 
than rifling tha 



l oouio a 1. 1*8 5L gat away rrota ins anc 
p In laws blaaa for whatar*r aeyward 

husband; I was tha old goat that got all 
5 £Q lilted as a snrta with h^r n<i**plnf old 

tha daughter in laws would l a t that 30 11 
juld practioe what thay pr*och and thus 
1 living huaan oct of kindness ra tha r than 
9ty v s approTal for rey Ufa 9 a sins as all 
"ally s an sura ay l«avln£ Laura -at a 11a and 
1 1 knaw that brother Pill would taka oars 

•nonay from atothnr Ln raid coin as wall 

having a fina aaroantila stora to keep 



ion Taylor was tha worat of 
wondarluat to run away from 

star tad but at laaat sha had 
*o 'i\ • Of • Ha would hov^ h**an 



kn«w 80m* of tha foots Of tha itiela u*ly plo 
always controlled by bossy woman folks and t 
ritzy a*tin<t st laast* The haurhty T«l*r Sal 
than all* Idar was enough to giv anyone th< 
hoae even Just for a raw hours of pesos aa I 
Ida was a hollar on wheals wtiaa getttnr 
nc fortune of h*r own to uss to Manipulate i 
a raal llttla Tlitlar for sura. Ida kapt a boiling of tornsnt goine around 
tha relatives whan aha could spread ill wlll;*h» reminded sveryona of 
thalr chriatian duty to h*lp Laura Natalia financially whila sha hod to 
faed and ahalter that 00 good philander of a husband! aeaning m of oouraq 

st that T could not «*ay anything or I would 
l\o tt # S» constitution Bay« wa oan apaak our 
I not sssurad whan an Ida or Tdar aa I call 
t mlndsd way that aha Is not sura that I 



vaaa 

1* 00 



sat 



as bad as 
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their agly 
th* war to 
1st why all 



^rui woric on 030*4 0 
tuecBftful and rich 
folks try to marry 



09 parous 



Tlsaia married 3ud Love whos* mother tod r*roai 
thy. Bud ?*ve f s author was Yrd. Tandergloo or 
$ liar. 3ua taough ma rery quiet moat of the 1 
taa and caae to visit all the Taylor clan; aft*. 
% home folks. Sha almost bought the farm as tt 
bad land deal would have oheeted h^r; one of tha good ol 



to l*t 
way to 
that tt 

tn his 



gets ti 
-V rv-j-r 



Hay* Ha v« 



sood deal oo a blatfk land pluoa on 
ay, but Too my youn£*at boy just ha 
looked ri on Wt was worn out lend 1 
way one Sunday out to tha country • 



nice ia not 
it eounta as that 



\. van aa we 

i f litsd at 
Oy like 
say whan 4 
tt'ens wanted 
Hill on the 
1 to mention 
* drove by 



the Taylor ramily was now atrawn outlike i'sortay'e wash. Ko on* 
►ther anymore to keep In touoh.. Old Tdar waa one reaaon that 



^ <xf seeing her ugly face or wa.« 
My eon Ouy *aylor never even 
lis son tflnfred was injured p! 



ibcut t*i* 



10 ha always 



rom a amy ainaies* 
in the fire about 

Ida unless sha went 
"red hated football, 
id shed they ware oo 



all ti 



: in 1 
tii In n 



Lake T»xom 
it«d to be 

*n i« Of*** t 



to ■ 

o<n« 



le f «©1 



ill 39H 

ntend to uj 
tha Bossbi 
t possible 



by us! 
t\«0 1 1 



id a llf> 
lois rid 



b that football talk Just 
to Ida; didn't take mush to 
the fire with any subject t< 
>llte. Ida hat*d fishing Jui 
aha hated the two words of 



\r m that my 
children, 
get baok at 
>y rates at th» 
adventure 
>r barons. 



All rloh folks stole their 1 
honest person has wealth. All s< 
from the Indiana originally end 1 
of produots to make s oldy ^oods 
get up early In the moraine to b- 
the merchant class thnt controls 
today. Ida liked to read the sa 
peof^e whose 111 rotten fortunes 
course the Llndley family waa her_y« 
her friend lira. &eorge was a daughte: 
Hiked to repeat the atory of how a 
widd n r cattle so h 5 * could be ~ven ri 
did not broke him of euokinrr «f?a so 
rlns tail tutor to learn better. Jua 
Honey always talks people Into lovin 



e so no nice 

,e the land 

it on the quality 



ke them seem so envlvsble and of 
ard atiok standard for wealth since 
ar of the skinflint banker Llndley. 
llndley nearly cot handed stealing 
loher than he already was but that 
speak; he was too much of a 
ot better at bidinp hie vices* 



alwayi 
sins 1 



to 



8&?ao ss bell; do Ins 



public praised as good worKs not th» unobi 
tells ne that I will o to boll with all n 
where I bang out; ahe hates where I hang c 
home «!ther. 3he eays one thing and then 
the same breath Just to anKe me or anyone 
that's the Christian way to <lo things* I 
my nice fun lovinr buddies rather than spc 
old mouth* The^e f a no love lost between t 
to expect ae to like hor. 



dreads; ah* always aays that she will dl< 
will get to enjoy the nice house she had 
someone else would enjoy nam thing that 1 
upset; she was too greedy and selfish to 
to anyone else, Ida acted and thought tl 
coming directly h'jfie from church* 3he pi 
ohristian baoaua* she was a meaber of thi 
really a true chriatlan not like a m*re ! 
^hrister as she called tvhea. Put Ida ad 
fall from grace once a m^aber; she was a 
fury for anyone not In her rood gruoes* 



T buddies at tbe 
it yet does not i 
unts another thl 
■lse she dislikei 
isd rather be In 



always 
>1 hall 
: me nt 



ihe 



really kept her 
letter to happen 
tlw» «v«n when 
I. b«*Lnr H good 
eh and thus wo 
1st or c hurch of 
,st who oould not 



Ids mam 
e hard time i 



nan tin 



ie hod 



jut at TTlnni: 
i a cf fuss f: 



of mtoatever sin sinoe Tda wa? the keeper I 
of Cottmr»roe. Ida passed the gossip on thj 
Tven ^>ude f a wife ?tbel and her twin slatei 
bad things as though being gospel ani *v*r?one In 
because all thin* a "got mentioned from one iittl« 9 
group as interesting "actual events if not as true 
fodder for their r.rlas mill. 



rs« Bishop were to* 
monrce sooi 



I once took a slinr shot < 
the fork of a peach tree with c 
old peaoh seed -Jien Ida stoop*< 
Jumped a nile for a fat womn, 
get the blnae directly* Idn hi 
aoae younr*r mean kids did not 
tbe ol* sling shot of mln°. 01 
and not keep it around or I wot. 



but I 



bean shooter i 
rubber tire ti 
to take out tl 
aa bid In th< 



ip to 



to the next 
thm 



id fired off a 
tah to burnt she 
ies and did not 
use eo she thoug) 
• eg she oslled 



exactly but I wee tol 
Tda Just liked to con: 

n yv*o i a! 1 v if she file 



iter that oi< 
me who thouj 
k m 11 ke aha 



tnroug 



>lks who 
to give b 
>u nan an 



lODk 



back. 
*j*ntal 



Papa tO TTTC WAIJTSnff VOHPO* TaTTOP OUN (oootinued) 

Spreading guilt is tha fun for frustrated christians; thoy live Jn 
tte shadow of sin as fan tlov ar« miaftln* out on* '/any pr**oh*re Ilka 
to deeorlb* In detail the sin* thmf eavw up for th* Lord's a«rvlde and you 
oan tall that the proaefcera really miss all that fun times. ^v*r one gate 
such an excited look in their ayes whan th m sins pet sue In careful detailed 
explanations. That la tha real ehow a' the churoh house. ?reaoh*re r*ell; 
Ilka to oosm down on what if a favorite aln of tha majority ao that they 
oan feel guilty while doing It but tha rich do not rat aa muok n i a fry on 
their ains If they donate bip sums to building a bl# edifice for all the 
sinners to maat in and oondenn others as being «r*n mora *vil. 

'Every Sonday T get mad at Ida beoause of her two faced treatment of 
others; ah* says bad thlnpra behind their faces whan !h«y leave. I hear 
it all beoause ahe tea mad* «v*ryone b#ll*ve that I an ao aril that I 
would thus be «xpeoted to Bpreed soimi bad lie about her ao aha oan oa a 
r-ault not worry about anything that T would say a.* being believed, 

^hrlatatfit time J a t^rritl^ 1 sn an*? * TA t8 ona a tar*? tc nfla&f* oe .*'0 
vie!t ath*r o-.JWr^n while ah* oooka for to»r cwn children* Sh* ~!ves 
-xp*ne# rifts aod expects even more luxurous prints !n return. Ttot'a 
*hy T cdva only a srmll miniature knif* tc *aoh grandchild or gr-et rrend 



or 
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1* 3 yaller do? f!*rar>erat evi»n 
hear her tall tha tela* I di 



te oounti 
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color 



was run 00 thi 
.oan into off U 
I color green 
popera to knot 
ric aa It Im 
8 attention 
things la 
d to finally 
that they had 
ldtnr tax of 
blouse avery 



ih fat e 
* exlat 
>rer . r 
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♦8 . Th* 



not war 1 
a ohai 
id offio* 



• u oan 



c id 



;roriu 



se un*i 



his onnflii 



the Tyler brand 
gat much rioher 
Hard times make 

ohaok ao that a 



layoffs 



work day 



1 alwaya 
hapj>en* 
a pay 



PaRe lil TOK 1«lTJT60fl WUWSTT v O*fRO* T,Vn.Ott GTJW (continued) 

manipulates money rsnies tc cause a oh*ep labor poor of workers eapcr 
to take any kind of work untfer any conditions; the robber barona pot 
free land for r.teht of waya across the western T'nit^d States for ov*r 
fifteen hundred miles by th* section plus ten thousand dollars oash s 
mils to build the railroads with the cheap Chinese and aigger labor* 
So, the Income tax was Just a Justified m*ane to pet some funds beck 
from the Mr rioh rraenbeck republicans* I rwi ton much is what Ida 
says when T mention all this graft and gre*d don* in the name of freedom 
of business and the Amerloan dream t but our trite freedom lovlnr founding 
fathers came from^lrpinla wh^re the arlstooraoy ruled la a leisure way 
for the reneral welfare of the people, not to create a ?ov*rnasnt Just 
f r • he tool of tha bankers and industrialists. !?ow f the proletariat 
industrialists own American business and thus control our fovernaent in 
the name of tha people yet. I* nee In was the first simple minded back 
woodaey man to get taken in by the industrialists schemes. The bU. rioh 
oall themselves reformers while in reality they are the ones needing 
re f arming Just like old Sinclair oil oom;>any stole and then the owner 
Sinclair jot sent to prison but he oonduote«l business as usual from his 
jail cell, only the big rioh set such preferential treatment. *ven old 
John D. Eookefeller nad the troops in Colorado to shoot dead the family 
of workers who dared to strike against his mines: thus, rivote property 
was sore important than human life of sow poor Individual Just like a 
King neorr* III ooamanding a tyrannloal law against the average person. 
But ole John D. Hookefeller hired a public relations company that made 
his rioh rreenb'iek antichrist tactics come out smelling like a rose beeaum 
of bis wealthy status th±t is obviously Hven by pod; presobero any that 
God rewards with wealth so as long as the rich attend church no wrsnr oan 
really be done, and ola John 0. even taught Sunday school and pave dimes 
to the poor on the streets so he created o sweet old nan lae^e to hide 
his ill gotten wealth faende. ?he Emperors a loth <» a is used to oloak the 
rich greeabooked republican wl th pr*ooherf l*d goodness as long aa bif 
tithes are made to the ohurch — organized religion is truly the workshop 
of the devil and is the true antichrist* The antichrist is not a Jew ss 
most slapl" winded christians think but the antloferlst posea aa a true 
christian worfclnr ha~d inside the finest and moat respected ohurob--the 
antichrist poses as the gr^atea rrhristlan worker if not the ?«ry best 
christian of all. The average person la impresaed by the pomp and 
oeremony of th* wealthy so they lust after the <*lory and excuse nny 
wrens dolnff beoause *ho poor hope to scsieday to be able to do the same 
thlnp, if not themselves th*n their grandchildren will be rioh like that. 
I v»b glad to read that Andrew Melon got sued by Representative 7'rlght 
Fetnan, for ell the rood It did, was not one th!nr to ohsnge the sorry 
state of mind of the ignorant masses to lei the rich keep on robbing them. 

I keep on harping on the rioh when my mother *as rich as oould be 
and case from the arlstooraoy . not the bourgeois businessmen who new own 
the government in the name of freedom. Republicans are crass businessmen 
who will do anything for th* almighty dollar while say lap: they ore the 
true christian. Vy rioh old mother nev^r sneaked around behind anyone's 
b*ok to do a dirty deal; she said to their face what she disliked and 
otood her ground forever and did not hired underlines to do any dirty work 
against those she disliked and thus tru* freedom existed antf was not 
suppressed by economic slavery like tha biff oo»j.aalss oan now do. X hove 
seen American freedoms die and become subordinated to the needs of the 
blr oom;aalee; the individual now has no real power. 

I still look forward to my 90th birthday because that makes Ida so 
anpry to thin* that T will aak. that rip* olA a««. That la a *ooa way to 
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us for 



1 18 I 
to dli 



my be rlfht beca 
; - r than oot shit 



:o put up w:tn 
ily hopea that 
)ld folks with 
rs about »e end 
>laok. Ida is 



Tder says whan T cone Into the hour**; well, Just look what 1 
drug up* And aha m*ans lt # too. Ida snoops in my room whan I am 
as tc s»*a Juat **iot I have men writing In ay diary* She wants t 
away my life history liary so T have aad* 2 co:les— one oopy has 
plowed under th* foot of my mattress to appear hidden Juat to foi 
end the oth*r oopy la the one pi van to *obby aa I ftntah a f*w pi 
orsoy not to tall Ider: he knows what Tder and ■ 



he la sworn to seo 
do behind folks 1 a 
of than as aunts; 
little fallow shou 
know enou£ht about 
tha one who urgad 
tha old plantation 
oil fields as » rc 



ila both 
hoth 



,a1 1 #> 



»n retired ba< 



a mean oil aunts of his; no 
jf terror. Anyway 3obby doee 
ap a sac racy and also he wan 
on« haranp.ua about my lif* on 

orv mil *Tnall* iM'^hm -«-ly 



ohby 



I *ant to ba 90 mor 
Idar am'fer, •van a 100 
ta&« a lot of time to hui 
Idar tails a* *tat T afco 
old tlmay tilings Sown that nobod 
ore&chera got wind that I starte 
iaf orwd ma that a pood ohriatla 
noval or kaap a silly diary so T 
one that I would do ay d*eth d b 
us as a member ao they can claim 



end pack tha keys tig So 
rend tha 911)1* rath»~ 



se Just to make 

? in tha diary does 

7 calls my typtnr. 



ssad off that 
enoe for; all 



id thay emphatically 
net aver r*»ed a 

i or ant church a a 
■> praacners wont 
laid at us hare 



tha 



lnapaot the housaho" 
to stick their noes 
h*y can whan learn Ir 
lo than be miserable 
>ry loves conrany I* 



:e 



nothtnr 
mlae&bl* 
sane on* 



towi 



IS has 
is Aral 



D'Tinr tTsT Or. iv» Jernatt wms me 
Bruce .v 111 la ma was the f irst V.S 
honor was arrsaped; the rood doo 
the idea caught on th*r<» as well 
we s granted to Commerce and thus 
folks make a blf thing o 
nev^r so venerated in Xin 
bask in the ?lory. 
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o medieei 
iber Of tl 
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of this distinctly 
as he is now In d 



mce orirlnal. 
md thus when 
Trance an 



nit his r«lai 



do 



•orren 



irastit 



good ot 

V0 3 ft ! 



left over dot ton from his fields In the volt 
hands hud pot all they could or would . The: 
thirds of the plowing like * sharecropper wc 
stingy sot really showed hi a true oolors an<] 
o yrlma osndldote to be a secret republican 
the morals to suit their party affiliation, 
ha got the chance to do, yet he lived la u I 
end still owned the other fine house next t; 
that use good enough for any rloh man. He * 
dollara than he already had. 



felt 
he ce! 
? T le e< 



of 



ay; that 
Ot he ;ms 
a Inly had 
anybody that 
de of brick 
lentary school 



People wars fairly well against the good Doctor after that 
Ha really hurt hia reputation* The Doo always gave away a new 
It suited hia for good public relations but only then to those I 
*c \ "tr-r^a like some poor soul who would then forever ingratatti 
praises to hlph heaven; even old Ida had won a car when she wets 
put her boys through oolite and then did not r*t the oar b-cau« 
too prosperous and Ida certainly would not have lloJced his ass ] 
ft; he did know Ida well enough and all her rich kin folks 



though. 
:ur when 



haughty to admit 
with not go)ng ah" 
Ida about that oh* 



*ded the car so the < 
tg I he osr to Tda # 1 
inyaore as T con see 



or rot 

►It SO! 



.TO 



!• COll' 

i»ry to 



Dallas Hews* In f Iv* 
the Dallas Sews, and 
in the anoycloposdia 
find the Info* I dou 
before T say what dev 
double handed dealing 
dirty stuff behind ol 
Just to keep the conversation going; 
vessel because I expect the wt 
republicans have been in pow*i 



r*ad other newspapers and also to 
that T don't know when reading the 
©ally gotten a *ood education from 
Laory* I also look up Ssforn&tlon 
;h* old naid librarians to help we 
acta about the freenbaok £e;:ublloans 
cause all my life T have seen their 
rood things in public but doing the 
ym doors* 7 rant and rove obout it dll 
T dcn'r let It huat a gasket or blood 
m *ov*rnment because sll ay life the 
>f the time and thus use the business 



contracts of the government to feather theJr own n«st. Sow, 
democrats are In power I am alsd to see the yellow bellied 8l 
humiliation for ones; republicans caused the depression wit . - 
corruption; they used free enterprise to sain lucrative contru< 
sake their businesses blr and then blfger through mergers thst 
thousands of workers f yet the smaller marred company was ma kin; 

Miev when the hard working aen were let 
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cat? 



revolution — that f s why we cavalier oettl*ra on 
noble oo ting and royal deacanded fantllea ao t! 
be Inferior to uo; would be terrible to have e 
inferior atuff fro« the i>eaeant olnna or bouge 
faaily la royal enough for ua Taylors, even th 
think oth*rwtao about bar fcirle being blood ro; 
ni.-cer lleaate was descended fro* the ^an of 
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Laura ^ataiia ana i never oonaioaraa a aivoroa oeoousa oarria -a is 
for life, avan though w* oould not l!v* together* Ve n*var wanted anyone 
else to anrry or to live with; no one alaa would ba (rood enough for 
either one of ua f yet wa oould not pat alon^ whan together after return !nc 
fro* Indian country. She narg-d Ilia a flan wlfa and T juat could not 
takvi that lip froaj anyone ao T ^uat hlphtulled It of*" ltd the oil f If Ids 
^vrybody who ia ?rim and rroper onrlatien hataa ae for that but thay did 

other anide reaarka &? the ritzy faally r*lativae. 
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ay do^B whan tin 
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fce near Honey Grove durl 
v> hunting club member ai: 
cander kin to Tlla *inal 
ta the truth Ilka ao ac 
aura ond I can tell th* 
a coon or fox or o 1 poai 
ia baring the seme naaa 
t hunt; he ia a preach a i 



la a regular 



by Urbane Alexander 
Bej:ubllo of Taxaa 
lack Jaok p rova In 
aim and they were not 
» Bearing the do^a 
ratio a to everyone of 



t bo little either; she is as bU- nearly ea h*r naw. 
ever shew disrespect to anyone and nav*r ?cssip that 
t l^aat. They ell look dirty or so element as Ida 
Ignores T>ude f s folks as much oe possible; kind folks 
n lea as rloh looking folks from even richer families 
neas Is art the main factor for the way ohrlstlana 
soma christian ohurohes are not as pood as othara Ilka 
y Hdventlst reli^fcoo doesn't ret th» awed respeot from 
h*r outstanding leadership ?f or**ant7. ed religion* 



their Indian blood 
a part Indian *al« 
went Into the xo&i 
"Vlnnlford also* 



jto the social 
no worse with 



family or so the old black ba^ thought aha did 
morale filled youni? To* 1 a head with all that r 
fell for It In a blr way slnoe It don 1 1 matter 
olnoe money Is the only sod that America worah 
saob of the first order sr first water, T am s 
really pleased to learn of the tflnnlford renea 
Bruoe, kinp of Sootland and then gctnr on book 
woman then really liked Vflss Ella *' 1 tux if g 
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> t Alabama. Rnbert f 
id -rent at Florence t 
Jumby. Ola Robert owned orange o 
• He came every year to harveat 
ilabeoa* Robert f?ave e TV navrs o 
-ed and said the gam* thinp most of 
ie»a a real died in the wool Church of 
pet nl ztxe one bit so I liked him. 
sare on one visit; his eldest -irl 

n a real plain face and had feaen 
e!rls after their mother died* 



nrd* 



the 



hey 
when 



thus expected ! 
birthdavst old 



of 1812 so they 
i 1820 so they 



a ex a 
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would dare really be. Ee soolded every on 
Infraction on God 1 e Biblical word so roodle two sh 
other my when s^ein^ him come oround so as to . a^e 
see him rive Ida and all the local wage a bad t 
he could b* tolerated as an eccentric nuisance B 
government as much as I did but for dlff«r»nt r«*t* 



*couse knew tin 
t laoed than any 
round when he sew 



but m 
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soother country that no lonj**r exisi 
same state •• Robert Tllifl 
also k!n to ?im **lli* that 
their coue'ne the tandtroopa* old ?.ob*rt 
and net no oosaoa 9 and be wns o true 3ooi 
Everybody kin to us seemed to be from an 
bein:. the Sulllveno. KT0 body messed wi« 
nd her loop tongue. Re was no match fOJ 
was quiet as a eleepinp hound 6op until . 



th 



t* ivaa a rioh nan to dress 
m as well from an old famil; 
Scotch family f only exoaptiJ 
iert Ellis, especially Idar 
i meanest of them all. yet to 



"y Taura Patella did not visit muoh ever a^ain In Oo*nm*roe af t*r T 
returned In 1932; aha stayed with T.!sale Whc already eaid I was not h*r 
true dsddy, that Ike was because ul] the cth*r children were spnoed even 
e;art while she was not and that belnf born in Indian country that no 
exact records wer* kept and that all th* reat of the family had no way of 
knowinr for sure, lissle for sure did not want m* to bp h*r r^ul 3^ddy. 
1 alvmys had be<m a man of ay word ao I have refused to oomment one way 
or the other* Laura ITetelle can be the one to tell whut she pleases and 
then blame no one but herself if a bad story rets out; yea or nea will no 
ooae from me oyer. The old ul-ger memmle does whatever w ias Tsura wys, 
and they ar* always in oahoots against m. They lived t 
or Harrlsburg; white folks had a fit with a nii&er ltvln- 
whitee but the nl^p^r lived In the baok pert; they w*re 
always • I-aura Tatelle sent in name su< r % stiane for a tr 
Hnrri3burr to Huston which are rl«ht n*xt tc *nch other 
m * it h^r s loru *,Yi tti c 3t.r*?et in Harrlsburr* or sr T 
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o^in°r in ::ousroj 
r in a house with 
inseparable aa 
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was told by sons 
loud about soma 
r. I-.: n: I t?oulci 
me race to face 



all the facts about anything • I tws erected like bl^ck folka 
T heve the r*adinr- of my 3elly Dallns tfews and rotnr to town c 
hall and soosdaya I ride the rails to Saline and beck or to T «? 
and beok on the next p>8senr*r service; leave In the morning f 
ro to hallos end bock on the evenlnr run at 9 or 10 that nlffht 
day away from bossy Ida. T once went to °lne Bluff but that « 
and too Involved; I did that only after T ate 
or old e*e assistance that Ida called It; ahe 
my rwals but T kept enough to buy my tobaooer 
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times plus meola went T rod 
book all In the seme day th 
dnys* T alwwya went at the 
the changes alonf the way c 
leave Cherry Wood to lnt 
folka but the rails gave jm 
put in a garden of ocurae a 
a Mil of a hop: In town sot 
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Ida hart to go to th< 
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chnoce to be my own boss 
slopped the hog but dftej 
o fonoy for acme nosea so 
not havlnr fr^eh pork. Que as hi 
9 most. ,f y hard wrk around tin 
to atny and I knevr that well be< 
lae would put up with aa aha to! 
reotly mran to her face for her 
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fashionable to hate aomaone thnt could 
jitJMmte of tfti family but Ida did not ever 
before T came to live here # Ida did not wo 
she did seem to love W#L£ and did take root 



ike both arms and ha a to bi 
tthroom for hlm~she ted t( 
nation for several weeks. 
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I never oould out guess Ida about anything; ahe Just aeemed to know 
what would be expected of her ant] than oot do that way at all If I wet a 
tha on* dolus it auch aa eervin/T a anal always at exactly the right tlma 
until I was a minute early and then aha had already f laiahad tha meal for 
son* renaoa ahead of lta schedulel time that was known to evrryona except 
ma of course. Ida liked to play Jokes oo pec;le, especially southing 
d^Tiliah in the no >.e of having fun. Ida would fill a bed full of salt 
crackers or abort fold *h» sheets If aha liked you or ao aha eatd. Ida 
never did any of that fun atuff orap on ma because ahe Just went ahead 
and told me off without bavin* to ba sneaky nasty nice to me. -then a 
young iuq In the family waa about to get jaarried Ida liked to aneak 
a ladles bra and rant lea or allp or ahlnmey und«rthln£s so as to oosie 
in and then fish all the unaenteblea out froa und*r tat aheets and say that 
he was fitting uset to sleeping with a woman ahead of tine; this was a 
bip Joke, a laugh a minute for Ida. This waa Ida's misohevioua fun* I 
use's the old sling shot on Ida arain one* after ahe had been so jovial to 
Z^t favorite enemies in this funny way that tf anyone rot anrry then the 
blame waa put not on Ida at all. She was a real Little Hitler w!th the 
beat mind control taotlcs in tha world. I used the allnr ahot when Ida 
thought T waa lonf fcone into town to that filthy pool hail where only 
dirty old sen h\mr cut aa she liked to say. I -ot my ola pea shooter out 
and slung a real dried bean onto her Mr arse when she stooped ov*r to 
empty the trash into the burning barrel. Ida thought soma nlgrer boys 
who lived down the road a pieoe bad the nerve to do that to her for ahe 
had said soma pretty mean things to the a once but after that she atop ed 
bein* ao hateful to the black kids. 

Ida did not think that I had the nerve to do anything like ualn<? the 
ai» ,cer shooter on her beostisa 3::* Jumt aante4| an *xou-?~ to -ov> m out 
permanently and ahe did not realize that I would take auch a chance to ret 
in my lick. Ida never told me epythlnf th&t \afi happening in the foaiily 
because I gave up the right to know any thine when I left In the middle of 
the niffat after little Tom waa born or so she always liked to say. Thus, 
no one ev»r told we that my Laura *atelle was sick aaought to die; I only 
les>*ned that something waa bad when tfill took off from hie work shift to 
go to Houston* not a word was then said a a Ida whispered low when leaving 
like not wanting to bother me if I waa asleep. Ida vaa slick aa oould ba. 
But wheh Little Bobby returned from my Laura ^atelle'a funeral, he ornwled 
upon my knee and put hie arms around my neck to whisper in my ear that he 
was ao plad that I was still alive for him to love. T*are ran down hia 
little feoe ana my old wrinkled neck was wet from both. Ho one else in 
the Tiimilv loved me enough to share the mutual grief for mjf laur* *s telle. 
I nev^r hart Imnpln^l itiat it would be alike to live in this world without 
**y Laura ?atellc belnp alive somewhere *ith our children. I always hoped 
that I would die first so that no one would look at me and then resent 
that T had outlived my Laura Patella. Little Bobby cried for both of us, 
even for me to r-isnin alive Longer for hia to love and that 1 a why I then 
1eo! fled to write all this silly aooount of the Baylor clan for little 
Bobby to know and understand aoma of the reasons for what happened. Wy 
Laura Sstelle died February 13, 1942 on a Triday Just after 3 p.m. t 
had decided the day before to announce our plana to marry on Valentine 1 a 
Day well ov»r 50 years a^o. But a Friday 13th waa always a bad omen for 
my Laura ^s telle; she usta get bad alck on a Friday 13th even Opal ran 
her oar beck over poor unauapeotlng thine once. Opal bncked ov*r my 
Laura Tat^ile In her new Packard, backed right out of the garage. ?jy dear 
Laura Patella died of a heart ailment and she could not take os Irln 
because he caused a flutter as Ton always worried when tell In* me about 
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bie mother* a failing health mr-r th« 
af tar I oama bsok to Comaeroe and he 
squares o day. Ton always told me I 
like a r*al peraon about ev ryone lr 
coe as a baby who was tha most &#%lt 
ftnd a so apart from 
sth. Everyone &l*B3 
W than aentlonlng t 



to liV( 
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experi< 
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h yea ra, %f y health 
d a warm place to al 
\Om Ills mother was aoi 
i the family even thn> 
oted by ay leaving, 
my Laura Natalia; el 
a repeated the sorrows we had olwa 
he good tlmea so we Just drifted a 
la their two cents about hour oo re 
a husband who left hie wife and 11 



ee 



nevor neent 
ime stances rot 



children for so lone* at u tine but ay brother Pill had gotten 
In gold coins froa mother to take oare of younj; Mwrod and waa In a very 
profitable business ao tha family stuck together and was never In fear of 
starving but city folk do not understand htm the gentry takes oare of Its 
own* T did not abandoned my family in the middle of the prairie; I did 
return to Commerce when my brother 8111 had a big mercantile store and 
lots of -old coins ataahed away just Ilka ny mother had always done, Ttxe 
Ladies Aid aoolety was a bip one for butting in wher* they had no bualneaa 
unless »v*rybody f ■? business *os their real business as I soon found out 
about the good two shoes of hlch society well churched folks In 



Ida waa tha b»at of the Ladiee Aid proup. 
happened than anyone In town, Ida could aae a< 
4 net knew whnt they wer* up to, and usually Tdt 
learned, Tder should have worked for tha FBI < 
aha would hur* loved to beat the truth out of 1 
hav* b*et catholics to death, that 9 a why she li 
little Ida Varraret v s baby because she knew tha 
boy of a husband learned about tha child that t 
inaiated of raising the little tyke art a food c 
the aborptlon assured one lesa papist In th« wi 
operation left Ida Yarraret unable to have any 
used a coat hnn^er to ho6t, a3 x lliaM to say i 
talking about someone else who had to sneak an 
so as to avoid having a bastard to ruin th* rej 
net Just the hussey of a young girl, »*ven the : 
of not do lap their proper Job of rearing a trui 



:new wore before it 
going aomewbere and 
•Irht □ r T later 
La*. 1 a truth squad; 
ihe bated, Ider woul 
I on an ahorntien foi 



And that kitchen tobl« 
i!ldren, must have 
ler could overhear oe 
> have an aborptlon 
>n of the vfaole family 
and daddy £0t accused 
stlan dau^-iter. 



Ida spread all the stories faster than they could happen around 
Commerce but everything always turned out to be exactly as ahe said, 
did not entertain much; aha just went the rounda of ohurch, r rooery 
and shopping for olothea to aae everyone that she knew 
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to tier house, only fai 
to dinner because tha; 



;hou#h, Ida did not In 



ek 



da did not 
down tha 
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Ite Dude 
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the word* 

ay people 

s family 

the toilet 
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>a always hun 



- n ^ r \ *\ i 



i afforded 
xrty and m 



ik for permission 
even draxxk tJ 
at fact real oft* 



*>:le 



whistle even thauFti not fine ar 
to impress the Ladles Aid folks. 



folks sale ttiey was oxrxy ono smaxiad baok but not everyone used 
icy uptown deodorant like Ida said they should; Ids liked to tell that 
too many rednecks had BO bnd enough to kill u skunk, Ida bad a oonment 



A \ 



tat 



it 
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about «very subject in the world, if It ^ot disoueaed inside the oity 
limits of Commerce* Commerce was her world or universe and thus only 
What concerned the local citizens enough to **t mentioned than ever got 
a prouncemant from Tdar f a lips, 3he rs^ in & &i 4tth*r when tha subject 
of dlanasunrs got taught In sohosl; a heresy Ida called It whan teaching 
that dlnasaura roamed tha earth million!? of years ago whan tha Bible 
taught that tha world was no more than just ov*r 5000 years old, Seemed 
was tha J>wa whose word was taken for tha age of tha Bible yat 
jws er sue h as catholics* Ida aura oould suddenly take tha 
word of a hated Jew as gospel whan ah* decided to hate something else 
like t K< * foasll fuel souroa nhioh by th* any Tda sold that o^l and **es 
oould not be deriv**'* from those funny monsters* No true 
believe that d!anosaura every lived: anyone who did belli 
be horse whipped and th*n tarred and feathered and rid ov 
rati 03 Tda liked to threatened. That 9 : when I deolded i 
monster dlnaaaurs really must have liv* r and done all tbi 
professors said because Ida was so sure that all was not 
to the oollage library to read up on the subject and wae 
about foasll discoveries in Clan Roee Texas are the best 
in our own back yerd so to speak and Ida doea not believe, 
ploturea of the things but never bothered to dlaouss with I 
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tight !n their sermons that 
but a;unl la a redneck in 
r Oloaa on the place a motif: 
t 1 1& foot of tl>* bed to t* 



ua when we were aiok 
back yard for they ai 
are so free to critic 
in mixed marrlsgea* 
la What they uata to 
talk for elegant actl 
fo^Ke Ctjne from the M 
that sounds pretty wh 



x also like to o&ll bin 
call themselves before 
ng white folks in polll 
iper Hiver region of Ai 
an It la said on the t! 
vll address to <uicn ott 



iic rojjcs 
Colored e 



a care of 

at white people who 
,1ust don f t believe 
g?era because that 
Negro bee a tea the 
besides, Plaok 



to ciose 

rn and el; 



le Klu r lux Klon dees when burning or h 
to *i white wrman; nlrc?*rs at Cherry 0o 
10 bathed the old folks and cartel nly p 
rerythlng we white folks ste or used ao this 
irate but e.iual Is a redneck Jiea to use poll* 
toe la ncv/ also a oh-ap pool of labor force to 



ting 
leanness 
;ing a 
even 
»r*d 



r'oat voter* < 
5 for suoh a 8 
La del phis law; 
Lty a* sin. I 



the proletariat republicans* 

nslder issue, only appearances of the sen t 
*V looked like a crook in a bank that some 
Just got off scott free when everyone knew 
alth on the radio sounded terrible ao any v 
10 off* Candidates hevn 
ok pretty as a pioture 
Los involved* Seems odd 
irubllcan; their vile his 
evident to pereoa plus education ahould enable you to see 

th* subtle double dealings tendencies suoh as the good will of foreirn aid 
to Europe la mainly because the monetary exchanee of transferring dollars 
into pounds or francs *arn a nice exchange fee on earery billion dollars 
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not nutter the real issue or 
educated person oould ever vo 



>t to sound 
the eye, doei 
•at n college 
•y is self 



ntinued J 



in aid # so oo altruism 



le newspaper** to 



tuftr'' fifjjf»y ell. itbi 
lean: that senators have family companiec that do tne money excnanpe bo 
this conflict of In threat la the way that Mr business folks or* usta to 
doinr things* The roBber boron ia the modern equivalent of tyrant Kln#[ 
Sears* ITT; the hi* rtoh are 1U« the dukes of colonial times, only they 
today hnve no class of social distinction except S9 based on the rreentocfcf 
deposited !n their banks. Kepublloans cause the blr^est scandals in the 
-'cvernoent and riaon terms result by office holders In th«ir party b*caus« 
tbey are accustomed to shady deals a* a way to do business of their own 
and thus also with the government's money such as in the 1920' s produced 
the bluest crooks being Jailed plus ole William 0. Hording *as the Boat 
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who can read 01 
The largest Ai 
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buddy system of 



old 
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states with 
in the last 
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folks would 
killed free 
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it any low pay* 
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pasnen^er servioe that is earning five thousand dollars profit for eaoh 
train but would earn but would earn ten ir «v«n a hundred tl*es that 
profit for an all frAight train so the big boy r* >. ubllcsns or robber 
barons will soon 'rove that on paper a i«ss"arer train loses money no 
then economics require cutting It all cut. I Jurt *isn that big rioh folki 
would be honest for once to admit their rreal reasons for doing sonath'"* 
without having to read through many newr- papers to learn the facts or wait 
a generatloo or two for the faots to eurfaoe. Th* average citizen has no 
ohance in this oof: eat world of money cbanrers. 

T now like to write all this stuff dots* on paper because the memories 
are n!oe for all the early lone ego things back at Cherry tfood und then 
to Cozn*TQ* and on to Indian Country and back and all. ^ut the thoughts 
about people and politics really does help aoften the bad memorise to 
write and to analyze them sll 9 to sort out all the stuff. Everyone should 
keep a daily diary and then tne aenoriej would really be lonf winded and 
Involved I mass. 

T snell bed unless I look Up moot of the words; T usually reread and 
then retype It all if I teve time b-t*een new memories. Jt h ve little 



else to do or to thli 
call her Ider but on] 
way to nay her name. 

Vi«en^« T tV% eniM 



&e to 

> to her back so ahe lnaists Tda is the only correct 
T alao aak collars educated folks about ^unctuntion 
ms? A s If T think the meaning frets mixed up but then 
s do f nr <u«t «ev that T am reading the newspeper and 



want to know why some words rets set ox 
T nave to hunt and peok It all on the 1 
look at the keys, Bom*M*es tihey all hi 
apart ond then my f inrerfl sr* block es 



0"d Ins t 



h*re 



duoated folks are peculiar and m^ao in a nice sort or way much like 
They seem helpful at first to inform facts tut reellv aren't whan 
et a ohanoe to sneer at you for not knowing southing. An eduoeted 
from th* TJorth aaears at a Southerner; tia a naif rasclam of r*c» ,r n 
pi on. Heally do sneer at my say'np you all beoeus* only a 
ant arsons you all at * Was told at the barber shop by one of 
a teachers; they don 1 t think that anything good avar happanad 
they arrived and they snear ot our traditions, flut the majority 
of what a yankea says ia wrong— Just check the ^'abaters ^totlonory the 
way I learned to do and than wait for th*p to oome baok and nay that tha 
next tlna 9 like yankeea aay double lettera in worde that have only one ouch 
aa wint-ter for wlntar; all the l*tt«re gat lnoorr*otly dona that way by 
yankeea who think thay oan never be wron* whan down <3outh and do not ahow 
respaot for southerners aa having an opinion worth a hoot becaune we ara 
irnorent hioka or would not llva down here end beeauae nl fiera talk with a 
south* rn eooent that therefore the aouthern accent la Ignorant oa ^ithln 
itaalf somehow and thus inferior because blacks speak with that oooent so 
avaryona daoant **ro- in* south with soaaday have to talk tha way tha radio 
announcers speak If wanting to ba reepeoted eben vlaltng out of tha South* 
I talk much like folks from ^enny alveole Dutch b*cauee my mother aet the 
hnarinr pattern for my speech and the nlr/are on tha plaoe at 



Ail ay memories er* full of funny characters of oddba 
brogues from all ov»r the ootmtry beoauae I travelled 
folks from all ov*r. I tell tha funny * tar lea In Dam 
ah op; t» drinks a lot and T eat a dram or two when ou< 
from my Jaunts; Dewey appreciates my talents for *eli^ 
wife Vildred doaa not. 



people talking in 
lot and worked with 
Chapman's barber 
if town coming back 
•y even though his 



nev*r har* n day 
all tha memories even 
a part of everywhere 
daddlea rot killed du 
soon died and waa the 
a aeoond not her to he 
all the property ahar 
out of ay mind. She ia tha ml 
after her* All this century ot 
quarrels or dlacenaion but T n*ver j 
o our Id, or ever wanted to stop lovii 
^ t ft c a nturv as ah* did in tto la at 



aea by that T don't always thlnkrtout my laura ^stelle, 
seed without thinklnr about her; she waa the fcerlnnlnr of 
yen back on Cherry 'food; we ftrew up together, alwnya> 
re I went; our history was tor*th«r as neighbors whoaa 
durinr the awful war b«t*een the states aa her mother 
then *eper to visit at Cherry '"ood for my mother was like 
e her own older sister mistreated her, wanting 
tnemsalves. Just can't *et my lauru *stelle 
only lov* Of my love; I went sparklnc only 
our marri&re h«3 been a time of an^ry 
pped lovinr my Laura fstelle— or 
Her* Sha lived as many yeara in the 



Opal or Lleaie nev*r invite 
^}a^ 0 T t wful4ii^ay and then never 
plaoe till tflmrcd Junior rot her 
a big enough plaoe to house me a 
aha had a round house ot Hardin, 
kids to share and thus I would n 
•a? own children' a homea. Leaale 
Stm knows how to hurt a nan when 
bad or she would not laah at *he 



l*ave 
to ntu 



t beoauae they f*arM, 3 
?*r?-a nev^r l*ft Toe flai 



ila in Oreeavllle, 



nd to enjoy from what everyone a 
But Lesaie had a email house f 

ot impose such less go uninvited 
atlll nays that I aa not her re 
be is down but then her sorrow 

n i'lven the chance* 



ill 



of b«r 
n to 

addy. 
really 



T moke c bl? ti 
Ida who really ia a; 
r^allv don f t *nnt ti 

dead to this world, 
aofflavhera at th** ss.i 



ting about living tlU my 90th birthday Just to pester 
'raid that I will llv* that lour, or even lonrer. T 
j keep living and living now thut my laura Stella la 
I usta Just wonder whwt she was doing end thinking 
le tine that T was aggravated at sos*th!nf:; T could Jue1 
ig aome thing about the situation. I will someday i?o to 
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a*et my Tsure *!stello but Ida once said thot evn In eternity we would not 
be torether b*oausa Viz ^ylor a good lady while I was a dirty old *n. 
Ida may be right but she doesnot have to delight in saying it loud enough 
for me to hear or overhear oil her hetefulneas about ae. Someday soaecne 
will do something mean Just lite her to herownseir . 

Ood ia finally a deaocrat now after so cany years of beln£ a robber 
baron republican: preacher a *ven tall christians how to vote, dolor juat 
llloe eethollo priests did tell folks how to live ev*ry detail of their 
Uvea before the refcrisation with confeaalonal time revealing all; the 
looal fundo«entallat8 will eventually daatroy their own religion her** In 
America by booslnf? folks In the name of croodness thot the ^ible does not 
really ordain them to do f just lite s*v\tir ^mev to these radio ohurohaa 
ia a really blp sin if av*r T heard one but small minded do that bunko 
orazy 3tuff. The e -ood ohrlstian aotlnc folks have a peculiar ethical habit 
of taking a memo of a dead friend while the oorpae la lyinf in state; the 
ohurchy folka Juat take or truly etee] yard tools or oarfantry toola as a 
memento and do not Ow.neider that stealing and can than always beooaa born 
urain if th^se alna aooulua&te to point of community social wage calling 
It a bad ain; born again christians never hav* to return th- stolen gooSe; 
no restitution has to be made according to their crazy religion so their 
Christianity 1* a license to steal like Old Cigarette Adams here did, who 
worked a night watohaen shift for 20 years at I % P grocery a tore ofcain; 
he atola for over 20 years and bought himself 2 ferae but finally got 
caught stealing only cigarettes so he was fired. He later repented at 
ohurch but never returned the atolen fortune In goods or cash, hence, the 
name Cigarettes was always mentioned at bis backside* 

T am not much on remembering exact dates except when my heart has bean 
broken like witnessing the killing of brother Xlmrod on the streets of 
iTlnnsboro and then the death of my Laura Natalie, ^e all die of a hear 
ailment in this hani life; that newfandled aspirin medication was bad 
medicine for her h»art and for mine I learned; Tom told we that his mother 
could not take aspirin. 

Toi has the rosy cheeks of so wny of ua Taylora. This rosy color 
la a aim of inherited recplratory eialady or so I am told, just as noet 
Taylors are born big drinkers to po*nt of excess and then smoke to cough 
up a storm, Vost little baby Taylors like the tonta of alcohol and the 
saell of aaokes as well, but Little 3obby does not like anjr of the stuff. 
Be Is more like his grandfather Winniford in temperament but looka much 
like all the Taylors like a hereford bull showing through. 

Opal is a beautiful woman and amart; ahe left Jaok Maoke* and came to 
live with Tom and Tlla in July of 1927; ahe *aa llvlnr down in Houston 
where Jack lackey was a railroad ma *bo got a better Job there and that 
ras lucky much later for Opel when they did get a divorce. Opal and her 
daughter Tnretta lived till Thanksgiving with Toa who houfht all their 
clothes fed and bought school books for Lor»tta« Jnok then came back and 
brought^a kitten to little Lynna ^stelle; they named that oat Jackie. I 
have heard that story a thousand tiaea fro* Ida who hen n*ant for me to 
overhear it because ahe lnoludea that Tom taxes In all the Taylors like a 
stray cut or stray dog, waning me too. Makes me went to best the day 
Ufhts out of Ida for repeating her p"t stories for ay benefit to aake tne 
f*el bad about being poor and underfoot; Ida is too stin*yr to spend much 
money on anyone, exeept to feed her own Salmon folka and her own children; 
Ida only knowa how to have o one borss affair y*t thinka «e has an 
class neoessary in the world, ider can say the meanest things in the 
nioant ..undine «7i *• i» • "ttle Kltl,5r for aar '" 



>s beln 
l hull I 



how evil and 
m that my now 



am bnoause I hoor 



loos 
et a 



» says 



■e Orvl WS boo 2^ it up. I 
>0d stuff Ida saya I do* 
h that she Bays I drink w 
lid urfora to just to ahow 
atop everyday en^ kill an 



Irlnka when . can .-*at 
i barber shop every ( 
atop at his brother 
Lr bouse on °outh Pai 
n frlfcht to behold \ 



% wish that I oould do 
an f t even afford to buj 
y day, T would be aa 
r. ^wey'a barber sboj 
ur or 80 b A aour* old 
op hia way. Herasn Holly also drops by 
oft his job at the lumber yard. Sometimes 
a 1 a rrobary and aervioa station in front 
eat. Hia business ia run by his wife Alma 
ar tu*l v dresses and aba scratches her 



arse *hll* pi 
south aids yi 
as mayor of 
son went to 1 
desert town* 



ito th# cara; 
lIv mansion, 
when my boy 1 
s to get rle! 
•ried Verna L 



i la In the 
Tdti Folly 
r olly f a older 



The 



The Baber family HveS on the land next to Bob 
old Slack Jaok Grove. I like to take Bobby on 
down the streets to point out the people who I 
thay came from or who all is kin to. Seams ofl-r 
all branch water kin to the old families around 
family !a closa like ours to visit each other c 
Herman f Winnie and ^dper or Cotton Holly all w# 
alon^ with Horace -Vlnniford; thay had such a §u 
talfcin* it to death about their fun times out i 
unusual t Ing ever done !n their dull lives. *t 



know and also know where 
that so many folks ara 
th«a* parts* Die Roily 
nd than stay a lon$ time* 
nt to Iubboek to pick cottoc 
od time that they all keep 
est like it was the only 
-ss they never had the rood 
ndlan country and thus to 



ohance like T did to go west into really wild 

explore desolate places; modern folks do not have much to look forward to 
that Is truly new and unique in their prim and proper lives thst only the 
ways of the city dictate ur rather the dictates of the pr*ioher 600d folks 
boas in the ethical betavior cf evwyone. nfell f _th m Holly fasiily returns 
to their Commerce ties or family rot 
Fob 'Yinn!ford f s place north of Cuaby 
below Smith Hill on the hi£hwuy Intc 
rode a horse one day when a blr rain 
and *311a to slide off the road intc 
self around the stuck ?otitiac car an 
as her horse sunk with her leis in t 
feathers because he v*os so harry; Tc 
horse loose from th* washed field soil if 
vial ted with his folks from lubbook baok 
wnn^red feller like Bobby "fcylotfV 



out at 

The Holly family had lived Just 
iwn; Ruby Kolly waa a character who 
ill on the black land to cause Tom 
i ditch; Huby rode so proud sf her 
laved at them vv!t5* a )*'f smT^e luet 
atlrrupa; she called Too ola horse 
isd to dlf. her out and th*n 'Mk that 
into the ditch, little Buddy Holly 



To* tells talltala 
a place called Gowaeroe to du 
from Gotland oama t 
to see the country, 
cheaper* you know hoi 
Is about beinp etlnr 
to be able to aaa Am 1 
desert. And when th 
and gat to where the 
took out his wstch t 
want to eat bis meal 
eat r^al often. Vel 



tl trip from 
tia uncle 



ne f plus 

would be 
an a Jew 
at wanted 



'ertsln *very:ne about a myth 
ly California. Ton said that 
merioa and then to Texas to visit ev 
i they decided to ealk weat b*oasue 
heap a Scotsmsn is to ssve money tnor 
p ut this old cheap ?eotohman said h 
oa more closely by walking aoroas the rrraet America* 

or To© and his uncle, had been wlklnr for vmeKs 
and Canyon now is, that the old Scotchman unol* 
ee if he -jqs able to eat lunch because he did not 
oo close together because it would cost too *uch tc 
the old miser dropped a jenny when looking for the 
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hie watch in his deep pc^oket to see the exact t!*ie of day. That one loet 
penny *ws a r*al treasure to that cheap mn so ho »de ole Tom dlr till he 
found that one red cent; and today everybody calls that daep hole ^rsnd 
Canyon. And when they all rot to California, they needed to replenish 
their money ao they *ent Into a restaurant business The ?iotto printed on 
a airn outside; ta Wever Close and a Chfneaa place across the street said 
Me Vakey Too. The waiters wore roller akataa to serve because the place 



was so big and the head woi 
noon only the oeurtest of r. 
Broth v Jouea to say grace; 
thanks for the lord 9 a food. 



-ode a .iotor scooter. 



ma said so one 
. 1,500 brother 
t -as just how 1 



lUfl ft 



a' 



mday at 

Lied on dear 
to turn 



The food was a major oho: 
Babe came by; the ox wear 
in: Tom knew he bad to t> 
• d into the cistern and tt 
tin in all the liquid ant 3 
U And that v;ne only onot 
<reekfest crowd at that mi 
In* dor that all he had t: 
he dor would go kill the 
rlinr the ironing board for 
he ran off to kill a 



phty restaurant • To* a 
do was tell the dor wh 
sire to fill tlm bill. 

fe tlla when th 
nd we have neve 
big and kn 



nk so 

e It is still loofcln, for a fox thut 
ome empty handed to disappoint Tom. How, 
that entertain evrvone on a pood rainy d 
ve such p.ood stories to thrill us all. B 



aul Bunyan and hla 
drink of water but 
en 1 a Ufa ao he alsc 
Until the ox started 
out of the thick 
et half way through 
o had a very rood 

size pelt he want el 
ut one day Tom wis 
do* saw that sire 
seen that do* si rise 
s better than to 
ttet f o the good old tall 



he 



iv M r»i t.o net i 
i my room; the: 
11 was rood ii 
»ldon was a re 



ocr res r.ond enoe course to learn radioing; be made 
£it all the parts by mall. He even merte the radio 
i would not have let ae hsv* a radio to listen to. 
itlos without *very ro'nr to collere like hia son 
oath to t -aoh at the oollepe b*re. Tom was also 



Prood at business typ* math; To.t had a roofing oomrany and would Just walk 
around a house to ler measure while telfcior to the prospective customer 
and then would »~ive his estimate. ~?ell, the bir math professor at the 
collere told Toa that such a system was ipnorant and foolish and not to be 
taken ser*ouely so he lad hie class to m*ssur* the house and then firure 



tuaro 
sser' 1 



W t but the dlf f« 
ring but tbst si 
Ich saved him 2 
man enouah to 



' cents more for t* 
v (nan only >ald Tc 



>oaweroe even 



;jreganant. 8o many sti 
*n a trended tl*e Vevo mi 



a bunch or 
one of his 
founded % Daj 
SO aany th* 
1917 and li 



cash t' 
a rood 



his widow 



boot i 



fjjiat that tola 
•e in Corasree: 
il Ulster Sam hi 
.rhtfoot faally 
>r old -.illleo 1 



hat th* state c 
Dusand dollars < 
ir life insurant 



ited 



in 
I 



ih robber 
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eoaMay own tho world since their trapping of wealthy poap and clroumstsnoe 
Impress *ven the poor more then the already rloh; republicans will truly 
control everythln- since that is what folks want to have for themselves 
an<1 thus think thst by bein? next to wealth th*t surely Lt will rub off 
on themselves, ^eeohers are the moat Impressionable folks who proclaim 
that wealth la God* a revrcrds so Cod is a rloh man aftereli to hear tell 



by the btfr church folks . ^duootad peoj 
-ti> r folks because they study and see 



live and 
than be 
must la 

mone? * 



seams to 
viia kn*w 



et all craved to have th« 



a awi 



viae 

jU3 1 
SO fl 



Lies 

root 



iem to went riches worn* than 
rea that show how the wealthy 
e things out of life rather 
eally own th* Individual who 
ry of this crazy worlS. Tha 
1 luxury llfe f In filthy lucre, 
e to Dallas or ao Ida always 
a tr o we a a lady of tilrh atyle 
body says and he once visited 
wee and then they walked back 
tradition that a long hike 
amous visit but they were all 



ichool bnok t 
tnture can ha 
it all discov 



extat, onl; 
found by tl 



and a name for hh 
oi I have told em 
the graoc and skill of 

Weld on OS rr 1 ed 
Johnson; Captain ""a 



frontiers of 



on 
is 



dad in rCernaek and is 



my dod so 
a school 1 



icher can f;o 
one M\+r* m 

it was not pa 



if 



little 
r* a rood 

nd arrow 
ldren w5 th 



llos the eld 
i irttole family 
snatches. 



to keep li 
odd but t! 



is suoh 
itact wl 



Thi 



ao call 
lilm p«a 



also 
:a coy 



:ey wou' 



at 



ir teams and shout, "T thou 
knew me but we didn't know 
ahout and threatened, "If yo 
whnt will happen*" nne time 
my ao Ike laughed end sald t 
way.' 1 and he whorawed 

Ha hn 



ycu 



CfiflnftAFd a fin 



1 rood* 

te ra 

hut t 



Mr 



to words 
lay you \ 
"-:1« 



sertl 
when 



t«ur?it 
meeting 
of a la 
because 



ft f t r*t out of my way, 
i Strang"? did not pet 
am the aorry one to 
*h a belly leur * • 
j real fun time *ay of 
) round knew him w»ll; suoh 
fr-C-W-K." So, another new 
own by saying, "My name Is 
* wnloh Is "rnwn—B-K-O-v-y 
at t ^oke Tihat whorewed 



vn now and 
sxoense en< 



ck to 



t excuses a child wio curses because e 
Hit nod oil good rather than *vil. SI 
adults ufao ttt the little boy on the 



Lid la 
>ruol J ok* 
«ets of 



The veterans back from th* world were talk dirty all the time like 
that even about their food on tii* table or whatever b*s3d*s retting angry 
ot someone to cuss out or nd at a tire on a oar *h&t poes flat* Put when 
I talked u; r ly to p+t stubborn cattle so rose a river full of qulokssnd, I 
wns alvraya told with the repeated stories that T was horrible; the f>I Joe 
cursing seems to have no purpose to fill when cusalnr like a 9oilor over 
every little thlnr Instead of ^»ttinf anrry at a Job not beinr done well 
or fast enough; the military service makes asshoi* buddies out of suys 
instead of Just butt hcllnr around. 

All these sleazy oddball oharaoters In ^onmerce polite society all 
have more reapsot than 1 do becauoe of Ida 4 a bin mouth to dredge up my 
past mistakes to put on public display all the time ratter than put that 
behind ma like she does for her good frtenda too do her dirty but behind 
tnelr baocs, the two faced snakes. Christians never really forgive or 
oertainly never forget as they keep the buried truth sticking out so that 
a handle can be taken to pull old woea or wounds back as fodder for ugly 
fuss fights whan everything else eta dull. Second chances are only given 
to people Just like themselves with the sane evil actions because th*y or? 
really saying if I forgive you thin you forrlve me. So not many fathers 
left their wife and children in one tow while go?ng to some place alas 
like T did and that is an unpardonable sin to the irood christians. 



ier. an evanpeliBt 



all 



iy f I would be a pr* 
\r. and Bavins souls; it is only the last r<*al 
Is made Into people's own Imagined concept of 
.ke Cod was a bound to be a republican aftter the 
ille now God is s democrat because of Franklin 
jan lmere of a wonderful rich man helpplng the 



Tf T were young t 
over the country r -for 
frontier left today. Q 
their current thlnkin" 
war between the states 
Oelno Hoce«v-*lt f s pmti 
••r>cr. 

Comerce has lots of rich folks for such a small town and a new place 
at that but ths railroad and college at-traok smarter people to an area ao 
they can preen themselves to appear smart as wall as riot. *ell t the 
Valoney family is rloh and haughty even thnurh doiw rood works with the 
chamber of oommeroe organization In Commerce. Old mn Valoney got angry 
when his only daughter married a railroad man who had no money even though 
he was descended from Davy Crockett the Alamo h*ro. Crockett would be 
ever let his wife spend any of her inheritance so the fortune of four 
hunlred thousand dollars in cash was put In a trust fund till any future 
unborn child was 30 years old so the money was placed there long before 
their only girl was born to grow up on a day laborers wmea yet to be a 
wealthy yciuu' lady soma day. 

Comm«rosonians are like a movie script rnr what happens in this little 
place that is a modern 3ablon. <*otte folks calls us Coanerceltes ao what's 
the heck about that term, "he two movie houses are pood escapism for the 
strict life h«re; the lyric or bloody bucket as called because of the 
ahootem up westerns full of pore pleasss most of the populace with their 
thirst for blood and suffering. Vioi*nc© is the best form of entertainment 
because It parallels life so much to show that the weak get bestan deem 
even more so by the strong; Ood likes a winner and Is only on th* side of 
the winner IT history can be believed in the Bible ss well ss the school 
books. No one knows u od's mind better than I do so preechers araa't the 



id * 



(continued) 



only on*a a< 
knowing the 



ak to ^od as I read tell froa their boast9 of 
best because they went to so«a seminary or true 



>rs school, as they infora to create a Job for themselves for If 



•yone Just 
salary foi 



I the stble th*re would be no need for a preacher end his 
?b that ell can do so easily. I often have to point out 



)f Cod 
r wor j 



oiuoat^a xoois lexexy sucn ss 
using Sootoh for the ^oots tm 
descendsnt of all Toots folks 
library and pulled an enoyolo^ 
does Indeed made a dual ref«r<\ 
Clever people Just want to cor 
to correot his manners; he hn 



se men of the cloth when titey ret too 
od* t have had to point out errors to fcaay 
a professer who corrected me on jay speech 
ion he said; how dare he to tell ae t a true 
ao T took the idiot fool to the oolle^e 
edia from tb* shelves to show that Scotland 
nee of Soots and ^ootoh-Irish desoentants. 

t others so I delighted in being huaen 
1 a yenkee accent that X wanted to correct as 



wall since he decided to give me a bod tlise aimply because of ay speech 



hoblts not bel 
Dutch 
of tal 



exactly a a his; 



irruption 
>r ex 



H D r 



Tennsylvsnla 
ed my bi*nd 
r educated ones 
>rlnp voice Is not 
knew folks from 
cause 7 can still 

•ng life; the old 
hen aoaetlnes the 
X a a cursed with a 



and know everything worth knowing so say It 
so typical southern is true because 7 trai 
all ports yet I do say sons words Just ID 
hear the echoes of her voice when certain 

Mn part oflife ev«r Rata lost along 1 
memories keep retting brought back Just 11 
thin/* a that happened yesterday ere not enj 
me»ory like all the Taylors; we don't forget or *ant to* id 
like that too only she keep rldln* a dead horse to death arain and a ain. 

Ida bites her words off at the ends Just like a hanaer hitting hard. 
She is not a pood southern speaker with a drawn out ending to her words* 
Ida lik*s to say quick snippy thln^a so sh* works them Into the converse tin 
like a mohlne *oinf rr^at ?una to snipe her remarks on sie or anyone elge 
she dislikes* Ida tells lota things ov*r and over Just to make a point 
of what she enjoys needling about soaeona; she uses niceties to he ugly as 
possible such as when someone from the country visits and does not have a 



be thro oa 



if t h **i l n n \ i 



it*r ant 



i shower tub and oh how she 
i until they leave In shame bi 
len to show It by driving the 



Trta says that no one can rea]l M "«t 



Max u 
Way so 



d rather be j 
lly cramps fc* 
d country the 



5 out at the farm 
Le since that Tay 
hates and has ta 
>ut there; Ida ha 
j it her ailing gr 
icrt for a good c 
I t. proper way 



tr*at eaon other when a place trete very c'vlllzed like 1 
done. I would Hire to be a preacher to boas Ida around 
exactly how she should act and think and do but I would 
famous first for a poor preacher has no clout and Intel 
attributed to how nuoh money you make since low minded 
can't have smarts enough to be. rich so Ood rewards ?ood 
with wealth and thus the rich are pod's chosen children 



harping on that subject of 
e Ida has Just got to feel 
t how hard as nails at 
Ikes Ida and will not come 
nts; he alvflays informs old 
rm as h* calls * inn i ford 
ay] or grandchild prefers to 
!a Margaret n*v^r t 
t I ittle Ida 
ler Vfinniford, and 
in like aha is . 
do ohr!3tlans to 
3*»erce hoe finally 
md tall bar Just 
liave to be rich and 
Iranee aeetis to be 
tupid people Just 
iard working folks 
rather than the 



lams 



o steal and plunder the filthy lucre like old 
conniving Coinmerce businessmen like the Llndleys. 



•a to 



ts 



o o j le^e # 
routine li 
she can si 

do SOTJBth 



;e T Just *o t( 
er walks would 



and eojOytiojLe 30 on 
con find a my when 
teful while yet lett 
[da should have to 1 
the years. 3ut old 



death to live with hej 



s?tMo durinr eold bed 
outh of town beyond the 
f it; she resents that my 
ix-ow © monkey wrenoy In It If 
••♦ire out hew to 
nr on that her christian duty does not 
Lve an eternity with folks that she has 
Ida would make then more mlaearble 
t wlah off on anyon* the fate worse than 



Iven enough tise to 



no l 



vrora morn end more tnat ar^e 
atill has his own <crown dauj 
oare for me; aee, I told y~, 

I aa Old and poor so will have t,o cw tnrown arouna i: 
horae not even turned to a good pnateur; my old a^* & 
not pay enough, to live on or I would run away and nev 
oould hov* enough to stay forever in another town* 



t moving »e out; she Is sproodlnp the 
>n^er jhyaloally able and that Dude 
title Sthel at hoat to neif bla wife 
ler would oom up with a good exouse. 
* thrown around 1! ice an old worn out 



dees 



T w*nt 
Juat oan f t h 



elf *hen rett 



a Whil< 



n d h^f taltini? ton/rue* ^ne 
:o berate and bejaaon her 
. so thus must make me and 
fit least can see other folks In town and 
se Ids who la on s tare* 



^wey *ae half drunfc so T left before T ^ot blasu 



usually 



losing th» whole thin. 
:o forget 90 much —he 
Ld saying goes* Dewe; 
lit with: Dewev wa<* r« 



a pie t st 

engine fell out of the eJrcaft and spilled oil ell over t 
when th* wash everywhere was out to dry; that makes the *v 
Wiiftn th* ol! was on everybody's ^lotbinp In scrae v/ay ar ct 1 
la th* count ry f **ob vflnnlford said that a tax should be pa 
owner for air rights whan airplanes fiew over; he wonted t< 
when they usta to ooroe over so low that they nearly hit hi 
barns more than onoe during the lV30 f s; Bob linniford said 
In a tax bill to the airport in Dallas asking for pevment 
fly over his land, Just like oil royalty, the rights of pr 
up aa far aa th* sky Units Just like down as far eB to Oh 
and wfcter well rights* These seems more than fair to me bi 
will have to get on this band*ugon first bofore anyone wtl 



aln for giving 
ve a lot of 
high and is 
thlnrs and la 
en tfee airplane 
own on a Monday 
*nt more personal 
h*r. ^ven out 
ld the land 
0 tax dirigibles 
s bip house end 
that he sent 
for the rlrht to 
operty should go 
ina for the oil 
ut big rich folk* 
is ten. 



Only rich folks gets listened to seriously nbout anytnlng, Just like 
my old rich mother Hi ablo to keep a shlrttail sheriff from Just coming 



Into her house after s susj^ot^d 
able to pull that off so today t 
country that Just says the Indlv 
so long as that papular lndlvidui 
become in this Ib teful world; st» 
Is whore most people now live ra 
oountry folks end thinks that ol 
£ltl*s *111 soon be like Ida obo 
to ti: ink that Ida is the beginni 



Just anyone would not have been 
-e like Flo* Ueorce I II in this 
superior to everything but only 
h. Tda Is the way aLl people will 
*»ve of the future since the o!ty 



r than in the rural m 
'led v/ays are the best 



Ida hates 

ti rosily big 



btlni 
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ours. I feel sorry for the future generations but they too will be Just 
as .wan with subtle snide remarks to survive and thus deserve esoh other 
lit* a fisher wife aaklag their thorn/ bed all to lie In together but I 
do feel sorry far Bobby hevlnr to put up with Ida as his aunt and then 
Ills cousin siaia also as his aunt; he is kin two times to that heller on 
wheals so he gets a double dosa of tncse loud mouthed shrews • aeeas odd 
that the harsh raality of a wilderness full of mean wild beasts about to 
kill folks or bnd Indians out to kill causes tfhlte people to stick tog*th*i 
while now that the safety of the numbers In the city only causes white 
folks to reseat eooh oth*r and thus be Jealous and mean towards eachotber, 
aspea tally ittmb»rs of the same family treating their own cruel is bad to 
survive the odds of being someone Important and rich whioh is all that is 
honored by the citified folks in this dawning age of time* I would ro to 
the moon with ^uck ^or«rs or wherever it Is that he goes since those 
oomlc bocks that Bobby r*eds tells about wonder oua places to explore in 
the far reaches of the space travel* I dun 1 1 see how that oan ever come 
to pass even in a thousand years* °ut tft*n T was surprised to see the 
first horseless carriage and then electricity that powers radios and the 
refrigerator. So all those newfangled Inventions are now oomnonplaoe and 
not a marvel for the ones who gnir up with them like for me to see all the 
ohanres plus difference in bow people interact with *aoh other from the 
way it usta to be* Educated people even set haurhty among each other* 
seems that only eastern aohoola are true schools to attend so one has to 
go up east to attend a pr«stegous college and then on to -norland to be an 
Oxford scholar to be really respected among the eddlcated as T once ^eiri 
till being corrected and T looked up the spelling to learn* Tf T lived 
another decide I just bet that I could boooma as eanrtessed as any big 
college professer that I have met* I usually check all the spelling and 
then type the second copy with better rra»t»ar or more correct; th* first 
copy I still place undor ray mattress for Ider to think that is all T hove 
when she snoops around to see what I have done* Ida puts sll the covers 
b cic exactly ns sue thinks I firat had them so that 7 will not know, but I 
put a thin lsy-r of stiokem or syrup on a few pares to press together to 
see If removed so I do know* ? put the psges that ? yak beck or bad -ruth 
old Tder in the back of my closet beoause she would sure enough throw ae 
out on my *ar and then show everyone who would aladly listen just how 
ungrateful T am for all her hard work* 

Ida says that Little Sthel can help take oare of me beoause life has 
elreedy passed her by with her be lap so blr end fat that no self r*apeotia| 
nan will want to wirry h^r along with h»r naatv swelling mother and Israel] 
running off any prospective suitors* That analveis Is as bad a thing to 
say as it la for Little Bthel t© be guilty of, if it la true which Z do no< 
think is so but Ider passes the weird along the townsmen so that the bad 
-rsslp keeps in circulation nil the tine that Dude's folks are not as good 
as the rest of tto Taylor clan* But we are all Taylors so one is no b*t*e: 
or worse X ru^ss than th« r-'t. Ida though is much worse than the others 
sa daughter la laws* She uses goodness in such a bad way but to make h«r 
aelf look ritiful for biarin : m* aa a burden that the good lord has seat 
her weary way se I hear tell so often that T have become r lad to be the 
extended arm of the lord as a teat of bar religion* I should speak for th« 
lord and tell h*r o thing ar two If she would believe a* sr even listen 
since never letting ma inside ri» house to >alk to any of the folks so I 
Just stay gone as long as possible, yet Ider interrogates me ae tc wh^re I 
have b*eo when coming in the lenet bit * fl * awn^whioh ^wcul 

only wants to bother ma and drive aa orazy enough to run woy 

If T had a place to go* Ottda llv-*a 3 or 4 miles south rf town ^so I ooull 
n«vA- in cfton to th* flooi hull or tc aee anybody to pass tae xim or 
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brou^t back to Co.ra*rce by Torn, 



U 5 t ho W QUO I 



iraAler h 



alseed no ahenoe to tell 
Ing »e back to C ommflro e. 



T h/td tried always to stay out of the way of Xe 
to see Tom In Texaricena or Junt to ride the rails t< 
1 liked "East Tex&s beet of ell because of the trees 
Texorkano to Dalles which Lb the edfie of ^est Texas; 
plantations exists ell the way below the Big Thlekel 
330 mil^a long end 200 miles wide Tor lovely forest! 
South Texee volley is now citrus area end semitropic 
rloh yonk-es to come to spend the winter beginning 1 
way to Loredo* Fort 'orth Is th* beginning of the t 
desert Southwest end where the fal£ ronohers begin; t 
Texas has so rib oedel trees with depressed land ei*ei 
alnk down like upside mountains forcing, going from 
Country beck to Stephenville ln e mid state area* " 
far reaches of desert or rooky plaoe that rouid mak4 



several states if big old «l 
ln eeoh of these five area* 
LT<a midwest Town farmers c 
ere more like cowboys In di 
are like the deep south of 
Mexican siesta tlw; the o< 
businessman view crossed fJ 
hn-d working ^thnio view* 



• xes e^ 



ions; 
SOU w 



r taking a visit 
} th* country* 
l Plney */oods 
> southern life of 

e distance of 
trees and hills, 
ill-wte for the 
Tiouston all the 
and plains of the 
!<m*r«l r»ort of 



ires. ?ne pannannie is a 
dd make its om state of 
i a diverse pleoe with et 
'ereat kinds of land to aake 
-ded up era in • And the folks 
its the dirt formers ore. ncre 

Texas ?elley Is lazy like a 
is is small farmers with a 



so T stayed away from th* aoest moat 
all people from all ov^r the # Jait*d 
of lend is also o cross section of v 
Halted States* I would ooae to Texi 
of the adventure that remained here 
atoooed i\* vin * °<5 venture afi*l now fcfa t 

not e dull existence such ft a what wi 
make them a allktoeat or worse yet I 
aliasing from their life but did not 
out tholr raeanloe on everybody iunndi 



beli 



ixas is a mix 
'lvo distinct 
;he r*et of t; 
fen born h*r* 



i ii xe 
>an be 



(If who wanted an 



les 
of 

I s 



had 



breeds o 



r in oxtixuae to 
mete I fig exoiting we* 
it so they just took 
5 help herself for 
reeling of quiet 
very iarg* but has 
'eel inoar-aret*d 



he ted hov 
whet my at 
curiosity 
blla tow 
tnbred in 
that she 



in? to live there. Tut T ot 
eries I could still find in 1! 

to enjoy life when she Is ol< 
rd whoever she dislikes for si 

h^r. Just like she hated th< 
lied *nd treated good foLke n 

mm *H* n jc; ahe is full Of ftOOd 



upon to do *hose mean things as at 
at fly off the handle to do mean tt 



and all rural things so bed 
n. Ida Is not orezy mean HJc* 
a tat everything she does and 
a os she pceslbly oan. 
**l she plans them as 



£40 Q 

look 



W1 

him 

and 



thualy 

ol f an 



the babe 1*S 



3*lf 



4 



owns 
boy i 



there 
and e 
the Vayo 
to hurt tfe 
Ou^rce *too 



iloulsted meana to mo ice 'tjfci dread cf It as bad as th* actual 
t as gay lav that I will be saved out long before aha actually 
Ida uata to be one to just fly off the handle and do things 
I than but ahe ha a rotten mar* sneaky just to nake herself not 
Laive and hateful to the average good christian. 

Mike Self today; he nested himself as a Kid; he wa* a foundling 
lie doors tepa of a well-to-do family; they refused even to call 
Log until finally neighbors Kept asking ffcet Is the boy 9 s name 

'fted tc talk and then answered by eaylng that I ea 
hie Initial and everybody calls him Vlke at the 
sent to eohool but was learnt to 
atlan duty was- perforated for the 
it that tflke *elf Is th* illl: etlmat 
ol and the first *rad teacher Vies 
ut talk is cheap and pleanty of thst 
hould know. Hut **eerl He I us mtrrled 
ad his nephew Da le Duprae also 
sister married old 4ook*r who Is a 
teles but alia does always know all 
la from Josephine and her family 
ither had to raise three fflrls 
f lrla are teaohara and went to 

land ao no scandal rot out 
>nly daughter named Daphne nell 



?wn as 



hunt! 



railroad where ha now works; he was no 
read and write since only the bare ohr 
poor Innocent child* Sons folks aey t 
ohild of ^rofesser Day at the high ach 
rearl Helma but no proof *v»r existed 
free stuff *oes around this t 
win Hurras Who Is a railroad 
works for the railroad* will 
!.-nrr nt scoundrel tc hea- Ida tell the t 
abou* other folks, ^eerl Helms Hu^ee is 

g of aorea of land ; her 
„elr father died. ill t 
1 ^olle^e; they hve money 
Hll IhiPrea and ^earl had a 

a beauty ao aultry like h*r mcther but they ret along ilka 
hell oats for sure. Pearl tries to boas the girl on v.fcat college courses 
to take and how to make the schedule just like Ida telle Ida Varraret what 
to take in college. 

Baa been a real lambasting lately because of plooea getting publlt 
swlnolng pools; the preao^era call them the Devil* a bathtmb and they say 
that an Innocent lrl can get pregnant Just swinnlng In waters with a 
lustful man. If anyone admits even to drinking a rootbear aoda 9 the 
preachers say that the youngstora bellied up to the bar end £ti»l9d down 
the evil rot gut stuff. Lordy mercy at the power those pr? chera have to 
make life miserable for the average person, just With that I had that kind 
cf power; that 1 a why I would bcoaas a preacher if I were ycnn? and Just 



■ • 

Is 



call th* t 
Alexander 
with the 
k Church of 



belli* *s or soy It Camellitea for huxoh of *h 
pbell founded the Christian Church and thus ha 
ol of ^hrlat which they say was foi 
hrist was founded in early 1350' s 



telling a pr<*aoh*r tho truth when once 
ilg elegant churoh; bit by bit s 1 
jj shot preacher says it from a bi 



she ad 
wirlt i 
Uke a 
can - 1 
to soy 



ed in 1890 but in Dallas 



5S. 



ij day 



►arl Helms DuPree taught my Tom in the first 
lires him a lot but she does sneaky mesn thli 
if. letters for him and then undermining what 
>P* v lng tot'm jo* and than *>arl went to try 
ays look for sweet pretty folrm to do his work ar 
about me, only I am not pretty and so sweet. 



ade and ahe says that 
whan possible by 
said in the letter, 
t the Job. The devil 
he preachers liki 



Tom owned a roof 
Lrad letters so P 



ag business end sold Texaco orinpoaltlon roofing that 
arl wanted to helo out and did she ever try to do 
the chance to double cross To*, ^ood folks can Just do 
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the worst things to *eoh oth'?r In the name of coodnees while Mylar th«y 
will help you out 3C It Is best to lesrn how to So everything far yourself > 
~nvy mskes her reseat tha t son** thin/? prosperous might come someone else's 



I still fret free rides on th* pessenrer trains when Pappy Harrison 
is tji^ brakemnn on a run; ho just lets me get on and go with him to Dallas 
or to ^eiarkana Wbloh aver way ha is going . Sometimes T Just bsrely rat 
on the train aa he sue ^est now to ro and X do hut Ider doesnot mind as 
long aa I am rone out of her hnir; she likes to say that I will fall and 
get killed by the wheels of the train but T nev«r try to eat oo unless T 
an told to and than tha train is stopped. Roemer Harrison is a brother to 
Pappy end Roemer is a big singer of gospsl songs sround; he is a robust 
rrvan wno is usually pleasant and tries to be a genuine man of his word to 
everyone* Soaefolks dislike him becausa ha seems a lady's ann who ie out 
on the prowl but that is sons old woe *ho wants to have an affair with him. 
Sossip Is a bettor entertainment then the radio soap operas and on s 
Saturday night in Commeroe folks just go to ;«rk on tha square or tha 
store fronts to watch peocls ro by and then crltlcizs the dress cf some 
if the bioks as the rural nard working folks gat called by the elecrant 
noting hi*h hatted folks in town. The redneck element though does mean 
things to everyone wtien they can sneak around to your baok to get away 
with it; they are cunnlnf as a snake with their suit sating grin when 
posing to do you a favor while actually taking advantage of you. Such 
-r inning r*1neoks like to sell a load of barnyard that is full of old 
Tohnson ctbs seeds while saying that oh no nothing bad La In that ?ood 
fertilizer* Makes a redneck feel so assert to outsort a wall dressed 
person, makes them feel important to do that and the rednecks love to ba 
v^ry religious talking and acting; they really do go to the Peptlst church 
because the Idea that you can* t fall from grace once saved by the Baptist 
^hurch m*ona they can Just keep on outfoxing the good city slickers till 
Hell free?ea over and then still ba good christians. Pew, you saa why I 
would he a Baptist preacher if I was youar start !np out in Ufa today. 
3edneoks and fundamentalists go together Ilka rod aya gravy spr-nd all ore; 
left over br*ad. Pa pt lata tall each Other how to vote too especially the 
preachers go around so maaly mouthed to Inform which candidate that la 
preordained to win; they never Just keep their mouths shut and wait to see 
exsotly what <*od f s will is since they are tha lord f s agents sent to Involk 
his way upon the world that is oupposed to be all predestinated In the 
first place to h*ar them preach limy da tha lord f s will. I wish to hall 
they would keep their mouths shut about voting and riving money to thalr 
osuses because Ood appeared to them in a vision; Jesus v hrlet has personal? 
appeared to all the preaohore and goodies two shoes folks In this county. 
1 am surprised that Jesus w hrlst has time to go anywhere else in tha whole 
world. Yet so many bad things happen In Commerce for Jesus v hrist to naka 
such regular appearances tL set things straight In so many liv*s while 
lettlnp"rape f murder and thefts Just keep on happening; seams that some 
voodoo supers tltutious religion exists in the white folka lives so the 
niggers nren 1 t tha only soorey hoodooed religious folks around thia place. 

The Slrgar Hollar is a pleasant plea* to h-ar the singing and loud 
celebrations like Juneteenth for their freedom. But •hft while boys in 
Ctnan^roe usta to trow rooks and old cool that fail off the trains at any 
nts»r ni^ er boy *ho dared to cross ov*r the tracks into the white town; 



no 

I ' 1 



jh Man things In turn. 



oh of my life if I bad hurt or hormei 

1 o whs t~t he~K ood book al 



way youn/r Boyee b »ck on ^h*rry ^ood but then wa did not feave all 

-m tailing ua^the jaayjo ^J-J^Jtfafc r<? ohnnfed vSry much 



ofHA I 1 ■ 



7.. ;ar: • 

narce fo: 
i ti on so 



Q Q 



as a 



million 
ive how > 
i to show 
Lm» Is a 
;o *at. 



>t the effeota i 
Just llto 
t 1 s satoa 1 s 
L the sinful th 
; everyone will 



ood book ttaslf 
8 In th* tonus of 
ous folks fcDVt 
othinp., jewelry 
stint If one can stand It for the 
Freeohara talk their persons to 
d, that f s why folks give In Ji 
swlwilnff pool Is the devil* s 
seems that preaohsrs have a 
o ret attention but also to b 

tn*!r a*raona ns bein* amart 
her descr 1 . >- n d hi us elf to us whan 
h*ard about my sketioism so the 



htut 

y 

6 

and 



so x m 

anyone 
Duds SI 
is d*t* 



to town 



Is i*i y Ida rants to aal 
jaunta Into town will I 
oaks ma pay doubls eni 



peroeires that I have aver done, 
as; all the ah or to nnirur 3 
neglected them an d ruined 



for any lem 



ahort J 
r for *\ 
ies all 



ontoct with 
the country wltt 
! at all* Ida 
Xk& bod that she 
i bad hablta on 



I oan always tall when Ida haa rot 
how bad I have bean and still aau 
it to hate ao It shows on th»lr fac 



eota kind 
9 a brand i 



aoea 
.or sr 



' 00< 



of th 



en before they laughed and sr 

soared all over the place* 
s teloc at the farm rather tt 
like I am aone kind of aoostf 
once overheard but bs doean 1 
ibout t. Inrs aha ur?*s not tr» 
ugh every tfuns; *e are a atu) 
what we '/©at not for others. 



i be carefully 
i look at roe like 
fd to see os befox 
m Tittle Bobby ml 
nt her house Is 
'or he has bean t< 
Ike Ida at all 
done* The old 
1 lot true to our 



her wtvlaa or take 
mean things inste 

I have never 
nipper Kaauals. N 
allowed to overh- 
Inf ornw ti on and e 



>d to the apron strlnrs 
itlons of hers so she hi 
h*r old Hold tonrue 11) 



to find out whs 
talk about hat 
versa t ton . Sone 
ns will live to 
treated ms beoause they aren't theiae*lven r 
their petty usefulness is over; tbey will 
--Deration Just like I have bean. I will a 
whloh is what T would like to witness. 11 f 
known that llvin<- by the wits la the only w 
not have suoh ♦aonay now; I did buy oil a too 

I wbs aiok In Orehem. Texas when Tom csme t 
X cfauld Mire bean richer than cay ol 
wealthy when T was younger end goto 



be treated t 
iob enough tt 
>t discarded 
>t be around 



e does not obey 
t rot to say 
shrew ahe Is. 

Laura tstell e f j 
when I am 
> has withheld 
*ay they have 



to s*e 



It 



Lnd if possible no T once tl 
! the adventure of tt all ai 
is of all those travels end 
I w^th and knew so well. B 
id ay&bol for aucoess In 11 



took loeur ago but it, rot lost when 
e to *et m on labor Day of 1932. 
her and I did Indeed want to bs 
Tndian Territory even ot find a 
was In the hills at Oklahoma , T 
d not take a for tuns for the vast 
ent kin s of raoes of people that 
y In the hank in the only r*al 



3U«d) 



place called Corrjnerca* But I did hnv* a potential fortune for all of my 
five children; T had a aillion shaves of oil stock for eaoh of my children 
that I had bartered over the yesra whan the ycun* ooapaalea sprang up In 
tha oil fields where the blaok £old came In end I built tha derricks oat 
erf wood for pay In stock and a plaoa to live with a little oaah for dally 
needs. T always lived close ao that aaa no bother with no plana to spend 
ray pay since I mada my own houoha out of berries and wild Indian penchai 
because X preferrnd tha home oade stuff tha battar to tnata than ready 
mnda expensive stuff. Ida would really hnv* to eat her words if T had 
not lost those oil shares* T tMnk that 9ba would have * heert attack If 
I wars to hove a fortune to leave her aod Will; aha would taka it though* 
X Wtiald then be a prince emonp men to her 9 I am aur* for T know just how 
auoh hlfch society and tha wealthy maan to Ida and all iter kinfolks* 

I still have no idea what happened to the pieo*a of pnpar with all 
that atook shares wrlttan on it; someone sure enough rot it boeau3e thera 
la a dead nigger in the woodpile somewhere and nobody I know from thoaa 
times suddenly ,TOt bi? rioh like T trftuld have read about and thay sure 
enough oould not have hidden all that wealth for loo£. Surely thosa paper 
shares did not £at burnt up or lost* maybe hidden under aone floorboards 
for that was the favorite banking plaoa for most folks even aft«r ^ttinr 
rioh to wit valuables under a boarded up place* That Is truly a burled 
traasura someplace out in Graham at the board lop. hoasa where I stayed thoac 
last few months even nftar my cash run out and word was s*nt for my sons 
to cams gat ma, ao that mist be the reason sonekiud of responsibility was 
fait to aend s* home so to spear but yat all that wealth of millions of 
shares has not *ver turned up to make so aeons vary rioh a a a robh»r baron 
but then perhaps only my salved oash was tha known* ob jeot for the r nidus 1 
thnft of my Tunis then and the paper stook was not known to axlst by my 
pood benefactors when 7 was so sick tuck then. 

Just as T almost a -old ulna in Qklahaa found then I almost a fortune 
earner to rlva all my children, Another *old mJna of Indian legends was 



Indiana worshipped as tha finders of to a *rent spirit in yellow sunlit 
streaks of rooky formations* I would go back if T wore able to find ay 
way but all tha old lanioarke ora ohenred by the farmers who must uproot 
ever ''thing as a alexi of prorreoa* Destruction is tha way of the redneck 
element In the name of God 9 a soneme to reward the followers of his one 
and only Qhoeen religion* TTo wonder moat of the redn*oks flock to tha 
f undajsent*! 1st churches wehre a very ignorant approach Is taken to justify 
every savatra act by white xan to cheat tha Indian plus to steal in tha name 
of Ood from whoever Rats in their way since thay can't fail from rraoa» 
nils kind of religion will deatroy Ameriea for that ia not the freedom of 
religion that the founding fattera favored; Ban Franfclln aaa a deist, not 
a Baptist or Ctmroh of Christ* Ood lets heresy exist for a long tiraa a a 
a lesson to humanity who will someday rise up and laatroy those churches 
for the evil they do in the name of poodneas* T shall not ll*e to sea 
tha justice oome* I can't believe how the individual ia controlled by the 
* i*ffim** r«^n<wv *le*nent who Quotes scripture v£i an thev themselves use 
others for a aelfish reaaon and then just ?.o to the mourners 1 * benoh to 
reoent if s nubile sin rats nclsad abroad so than the cycle Just rats dona 
all crer again and a rain by the 'aae old raprobates as lone: aa thay attend 
church and cater tc the rich folka in a very social way; T am too much my 
own -win to sin that way* I hate duplicity more than anything else in tha 
/fori*- tretioh»rv of dlshc-n*sty is worse than out and out ;*hysical assault 
♦hhf >.fiva»-o Tndlnnn would 4o when ofi>niad l>ut lvlnr is a dlrtv dor thin* 
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•Vlnnlford to lat htm know that soma of bla -ood frlanda lived down South. 
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weddings; Mary Tfrennan ^ven alnoat marrlad Aba Lincoln according to tha 
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served under tba coaajand of Aba Lirooln during tha Plaok ^awfc Tndlan 'ore 
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tha vast dasolata plooa wastwsrd to California, evan Oklahoma waa ocnsidar 
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kids: Idar won't listen that I wash hunt In r a gold nine ln "kl 
the Indiana said existed — I hsye le6rned Junt to l«t go ' 
bird when tder pets started on me. She Is like an A*K i 



h end a Mr ohuroh workers, 
r dastardly deeds upon the * 
high tine to tell the trutl 
>:s to folks Ln the name of 



she so va that 



cod 



lat 



hay or >a latin*: the tow red when ^ivinf r 
never bygones with Ida. I don't ho 7# to aw 
what bad fao»d ole Ider always says ebout 



U • ; bygenas are n< 
le ease ml stake bui 



Dallus 



5 a guide 
t for tus 
loma that 
lucnlng 
In town swklni 



T Just *et up off my rusty dusty to ride the rails 
anywhere to ret away from Tder' a aotd ton rue; hell has n< 
woman namd Ida scorned end the hit dO£ always hollers t] 
ahe he tea me so bad to sjeak out with hor Christian duty 
sin beinr conmUted by me. Ida's family was oaoe so down at. the hea 
that she llkea to attack the downtrodden like aha iaj or I pus 9? tfc 
exactly wtot la eating her mean streak. Ida aaya that I don't have 
good sense to »t ln but of the rain wfeen I walk, slow on ny eane be 



or Just 
ke a 
t since 
3 about 
mIs poor 



I om old and stove up too 1 
guide 3 Into Oklahoma reallj 
I shuffle down to the pool 
and away from *'lss Ida; sb< 
yet must fuss that T "no to the pool hall 
the {remises. Ida has no olaeay manners; 
people feel unoomfortalba Is the best bro 
mother taught so Ida falls the olass test 



rim anymore— all th 
to my old bones but 
*ry doy Juat to 
t want me under f 00 
1 hall ifhan she la 



^wy co, 

^na n i 



s 



ter 



who makea t he t* 
7 roup or so my dec 



to hfiv* round h*els; th«sa loo 
road men; sex or nooki* was t 
the gala the a; 
mm their way ffi 

encounter; arid Ids tilrays knai 



I am at fttm.tt tickler 
two shoes; Ida p.ets 1 
osslp spread and baa 
anyone to have a :1 i 
like in rated ov*r deal 
of activity to keep 1 
Ida's loud mouth* I 
when I oan but Ida wi 
dare to be es omen ni 
around Ida; no need. t& 



. th 



pronien or whores **ro coinxinr trie 
traded* ccoksoomb railrouders r 
these men 0 to ohuroh end proclaim the best 
, Hmy then have not one red cent left after th 
bout such things ha [.peine la w on«n* 
at she spreads the word on other 9 
t out of shape when she llkea someone wh 
stay 8 out of Joint for weeks* Tda <1oes n 
r pood time; ahe wants everyone sinful t 
to be v*ry unhappy so 1 keep playlnr up 
her toea« T*ife Is the same old 7 and 6 a 
kled to death to cause htr some t'.iscomfo 
row as out if ViU would permit it vet J 
eserves whan she a^ltotea »• T*if< 



1 1 



1 p r»- 



a hell 
because 
face to 



really a devil herself. I will < 
tfie says that I will surely f-o ti 
of Ida and thus have seniority t 
upon h*r utfly brow* I do look f 



• if fa' 



is made me do all 



iunlahn«nt * 
t;t et^rnltj 
*ra Just to 



m be melted 
ielne her 
r mean a<»lf« 



